Overseas farming inspires ag-educator

Overseas farming models offer insights for future Gippsland farming practices, a leading ag-educator told the last board meeting of Agribusiness Gippsland. 

Intensive agriculture undertaken in The Netherlands, Israeli irrigation technologies and American large-acreage agricultural practices were among the examples discussed by Babis Lagos, head of rural studies at Education Centre Gippsland (ECG).

“From these Australia agriculture has a lot to learn,” he said.  “We look to how this can happen. Need to capture how our people will be farming in 30-40 years.”

The Warragul-based campus hosted the monthly meeting of Agribusiness Gippsland, a not-for-profit group that has been working to boost agriculture and allied industries across the region for more than a decade. 

Mr Lagos welcomed the board on its first official visit to the campus: “We value and honour that any voice, any identity that operates across the geographical boundaries of Gippsland has value,” he said.
ECG CEO Bernadette O’Connor reported that the facility had expanded its operations and its footprint and now delivered training and education from Cowes to Toora.
Turnover has risen to $7.3m from $2.6m in 2002, and looking to double over next five years, she said.
Among the expanded activities of the ECG is an independent school “for kids living in less than ideal circumstances,” she said. “Some are primary carers of parents, some are kids who have exited traditional school stream.”

She continued: “We are here a 20-acre property on the outskirts of rapidly growing town and we need to optimise activities of the property. Making use of this property has been one of our key aims, to see it being used by the community seven days a week.”
The ECG was looking at diversifying the use of its other Warragul campus, in Smith St, with other community groups seeking low-cost,long-term accommodation.

The Leongatha campus was “seeking a long-term delivery model sometimes through existing partnerships,” she said.
Meanwhile, in Church St Traralgon, they had taken over a series of shops. “They’re full five days a week and we have opened a small campus at Pakenham.  There’s a bigger demand than we anticipated. They’ve really taken off.”
