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Have you visited our website? http://agribusinessgippsland.com.au  

- Or blog us at www.aginc.wordpress.com 
- Our postal address is PO Box 1312 Warragul 3280. 
- Email us at ptarmigan1@internode.on.net or ptarmigan2@internode.on.net 
- Phone us 9456 9791 or 0402 267 802 

If you enjoy reading GippyAgchat, please mention it to your local councillor, or 
a board member of the West Gippsland CMA, Monash Uni or Southern Rural 
Water. They’re the ones who help fund it … (And we’d love to find some more) 
 
 

COPYRIGHT-FREE: Resources of Gippy Agchat, either in full or in part, can be copied, 
quoted, reprinted, given away or circulated. All resources are public property and we would be 
honoured if they were used to build skills and understanding to help sustain profitable 
farming, build healthier communities and support vibrant local economies. 
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Our latest supporter:  Monash University  
We’re delighted to welcome Monash University as the latest Agribusiness Gippsland 
supporter. The university, with campuses at Berwick and Churchill, is supporting our 
Epicurious lunches for 2012 – for thinking people who like to eat … or really hungry folk who 
also want some brain food.  News on the first lunch in the next Gippyagchat.  

Young farmer-types get IN2IT@EBANK! 
Into sustainable agriculture? Interested in ag, engineering or earth sciences? Under 40? Grab 
a free sneakpeak at agscience R&D on February 2 at DPI Ellinbank.  
IN2IT@EBANK! organised by Agribusiness Gippsland on behalf of the DPI, allows young 
farmers and science/agriculture students to see the latest in agricultural research and 
development from 10am-2pm, February 2 at DPI Ellinbank, Hazeldean Rd. The event 
includes free lunch sponsored by the Bendigo and Community Bank branches. Please book. 
More? Sue Webster 0402 267 802 or ptarmigan2@internode.on.net or visit 
http://agribusinessgippsland.com.au/ 
 

NEED A BREAK? Bunyip Home Farm is a restored 1930s, two-

bedroom cottage in a spacious and shady garden on a secluded road 
and surrounded by pasture. Although very private, it is only minutes 
from Bunyip township. The main bedroom has a queen-sized bed and 
the equally spacious second bedroom has twin beds plus there is a day 
bed in a second living area.  A cheerful wood heater keeps the home 
warm on chilly nights and reverse cycle air conditioning keeps it cool. 
Situated on a dairy farm, it offers fishing at the Bunyip River and free 
seasonal fruit from the garden. 
www.bunyiphomefarm.com.au, 5629 5587 sue@bunyiphomefarm.com.au  

University of Melbourne study to compare $ value on land use 
Post-graduate students from the University of Melbourne will be comparing economic benefits 
of conventional vs lifestyle farming for the next Agribusiness Gippsland survey in mid-
February. Mornington Peninsula Shire is helping us host the study and we have had 
approaches from Charles Sturt University and the SA Government keen to see the outcome. 
The students have spent the holidays doing literature reviews and the wonderful folk at 
Bunyip Home Farm (see above) have offered a week’s accommodation. We’re still after 
another billet – ideally within Mornington Peninsula Shire. Ph Sue 0402 267 802. 
 

Dairy Poll 2012 comes to Gippsland 
Gippsland dairy farmers will soon participate in a national round of forums with leading Dairy 
Australia experts discussing the Dairy Poll 2012. Dairy Poll 2012 will give farmers a say in 
how they will support their industry over the next five years. The poll will decide how much 
farmers will invest in industry-good activities. 
The forum, which includes a light meal, will also be attended by representatives from 
GippsDairy and Australian Dairy Farmers Ltd.  
There will be several sessions in Gippsland during February. They will be: 
LEONGATHA: February 8, 11am at Leongatha Community House 
WARRAGUL: February 8, 7pm at Dannys 
YARRAM: February 9, 11am at Yarram Country Club 
MAFFRA: February 9, 7pm at Duart Homestead 
ORBOST: February 10, 11am at Orbost Golf Club  
More?  Pauline 9694 3761 or pzahra@dairyaustralia.com.au 

Video helps small landholders prepare for bushfires 
The Black Saturday experiences of a Yarra Ranges smallholder have been captured by the 
Department of Primary Industries (DPI) to help others in the bushfire season. The video 
provides useful information for small landholders on how to prepare for bushfires. 
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More? Visit: http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/about-us/publications/video-
library/agriculture/bushfire-preparedness-for-small-landholders  

Local water report released 

Southern Rural Water has released new-format water reports for basins across Gippsland 
including the Mitchell, Snowy, Tambo, Thomson, Latrobe and South Gippsland areas. 
The reports also contain information on relevant projects such as the Gippsland Groundwater 
Atlas and the new Gippsland Sustainable Water Strategy. In most instances, they will replace 
the former seasonal updates. Copies of the reports have been mailed to licence holders but 
can also be found online. 
More? Southern Rural Water 1300 139 510 or visit 
http://www.srw.com.au/page/Page.asp?Page_Id=647&h=-1  

Subsidised safe chemical use course offered  
A two-day Farm Chemical Users Course is being offered at a subsidised price to landowners 
wanting to learn safe use of chemicals to control weeds and pests on their land. For a 
subsidised rate of $40, the two-day course will allow participants to register to receive an 
Agricultural Chemical Users Permit (ACUP) which is required for application of Schedule 7 
agricultural chemicals.  The program is jointly run by Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment 
Management Authority Casey, Cardinia and Yarra Ranges Councils and the Westernport 
Swamp Landcare Group. 
The course will run on Sundays February 5 and 12 from 10am-5pm at the Koo Wee Rup 
Community Centre, Healesville Koo Wee Rup Road/Rossiter Road, Koo Wee Rup. 
A registration form must be completed by January 27. 
More? Adam Shalekoff 8781 7962 or adam.shalekoff@ppwcma.vic.gov.au or visit 
http://www.casey.vic.gov.au/calendar/article.asp?Item=23342 

Scholarship to benefit all MID dairy farmers 
The Macalister Demo Farm has established an annual scholarship up to the value of $10,000 
for the recipient to undertake a study tour that will benefit the Macalister Irrigation Area’s 
dairying community. The scholarship is open to anyone of any age working in the dairy 
industry in the MID and the study tour is expected to be for a minimum of two weeks.  
The successful applicant will be assigned a mentor to assist with developing study tour 
objectives, itinerary and network links. The scholarship recipient will prepare a report for wider 
distribution and participate in events to disperse the findings of the study tour. 
…AND: The MDF deserves congratulations for two annual awards received in December: one 
from Murray Goulburn for premium milk and the other from Dairy Australia for being in the top 
5% for bulk milk cell counts. 
More? Neil Baker on 0488 175 366 or email neilbaker@aapt.net.au 

Council wants comment on Visitor Information Centres review 
East Gippsland Shire Council has recently conducted a review of its Visitor Information 
Centres and is now calling for public comment on a draft report which provides suggestions 
on how these services can be improved.  The report is open for public comment via written 
submission until February 24. 
More ? 5153 9500 or feedback@egipps.vic.gov.au or visit 
http://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/ 
 

Now there’s a thought … 
A survey by the International Dairy-Deli-Bakery Association found 76% of survey participants 
expressed interest in a gourmet food truck operated by their local grocery. 
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111,200 litres = $ 7,690.00. Need an economical solution to 
leaking concrete tanks? STRONG,  FLEXIBLE and DURABLE.  
Seeking  a superior steel tank? With 1.2 mm-thick galvanised wall steel and brass/steel ball 
valve outlets. Fire-resistant, corrosion protection and a longer lifespan.  Flat wall profile means 
total liner support. Erected on-site. Contact Darren Smith at mail@thetankshop.com.au 
 

Twitter forum makes big dairy conference bigger  
The huge Australian Dairy Conference to be held across Gippsland in late February has just 
got bigger with the inclusion of a ‘Blogging and Twitter Made Simple’ workshop. The social 
media workshop will be run by Jack River dairy farmer and blogger “Milk Maid Marian”.on 
Friday 24 February from 9.30am to 11.30am at the DPI Ellinbank Research Centre, Warragul.  
The conference, to be held at nearby Lardner Park, attracts more than 450 delegates. 

- Monday, February 20 – tour departing Melbourne for East Gippsland 
- Tuesday, February 21 – tour continues, returning to Warragul for the official opening 

function at Tom Reid Oration at the Warragul Arts Centre 
- Wednesday, February 22 – conference and Elanco BBQ dinner at Lardner Park 
- Thursday, February 23 – conference at Lardner Park 
- Thursday, February 23 –  Rabobank gala dinner at Kernot Hall 
- Friday, February 24 – visit to Ellinbank Research Centre  

More? Esther Price Promotions 1800 177 636 or visit 
www.australiandairyconference.com.au 

Cows beef-up for Beef Week 
Beef Week will be celebrated at Lardner Park from 8am on January 29 with displays from 
several local breeders. Breeds included are Simmental, Limousin, Murray Grey, Speckle Park 
and Welsh Black. Experienced cattle people will be on hand to give advice. Free entry. 
More? Melinda Kent 0407 862 657 or kentsiemurraygrey@dcsi.net.au 

End the harvest with a dinner tour 
The Southern Farming Systems (SFS) ‘End of Harvest’ dinner will be held on Friday, January 
27 at Ridley’s Mill, Maffra then Duart Homestead for dinner. The tour commences at 4pm 
followed by dinner from 5.30pm.Bianca Beasley from Ridleys will be at the dinner to chat 
about marketing and give a small presentation. Please RSVP by January 25. Partners 
welcome. Dinner-only guests welcome. 
More? Suzanne Neumann 0439 680 021 

GippsDairy is looking for new Focus Farms 
GippsDairy is seeking expressions of interest from dairy farmers keen on becoming involved 
in the Focus Farm program.  
Four Focus Farms will operate in Gippsland over the next two years with funding provided by 
Dairy Australia and GippsDairy. The new Focus Farms will be active in the analysis and 
reporting of farm production, monitoring financials, considering environmental issues and 
integrating farm family needs.  
Expressions of Interest should include a description of the farm, outline of the business 
structure, and key challenges to be addressed. Letters should be submitted by January 31. 
More? Danielle Auldist 5624 3900 or John Gallienne 0407 863 493 
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Tours to focus on feed pads  

Ways to survive the wet winter have included feed pads and two feed pad tours will take 
place on Tuesday, February 7 and Thursday, 16 February. The tours will focus on feed pad 
planning and design. Three farms will be visited, where participants will hear from the farmers 
managing the feed pad systems. Effluent management implications will also be discussed. 
Bookings essential. Tour bus departing at 10.30am. The 7 February tour will leave from the 
Loch Recreation Reserve and the 16 February tour will leave from the Foster Football Club. 
More? Gillian Hayman on 0428 345 493 or ghayman@dcsi.net.au. 

Product swaps on one easy map 
Clever Dr Graham Moore from the University of Melbourne has compiled a Google-map-
based listing of produce swaps across Gippsland. You can view and edit the map at: 
http://maps.google.com.au/maps/ms?hl=en&gl=au&ie=UTF8&oe=UTF8&msa=0&msid=21409
6387243588959010.0004b24aebdfdca229ce4 

Vale and farewell 
A couple of farewells need to be extended for some Gippsland legends no longer with us 
since the end of 2011. 
We attended the funeral at Stratford of Doug Treasure, former president of the Mountain 
Cattlemen’s Association of Victoria. The Stratford hall was overflowing and the cortege was 
led by family on horseback. Even the undertaker had to laugh at the revelation of how Doug 
had managed to barter a discounted coffin! 
We also note the passing – at 101 – of Ken Sillcock, who began his working life on horseback 
as he herd-tested hilltop dairy herds between Yarram and Mirboo North. He rose through the 
DPI to retire as deputy chief of the dairying division. Among his achievements were the 
introduction of farmer-led discussion groups in 1949 and establishing the Dairyfarming Digest. 
There was a full obituary, supported by the Gardiner Foundation, in The Age on January 19. 

 
Dairy fertility to the fore for Gardiner 

The Gardiner Foundation is making fertility its priority funding issue for 2012 following a 
review of dairy herd reproductive performance in Victoria. The report confirmed that fertility in 
seasonally calving herds has been declining and suggests this might be associated with a 
change in timing of ovulation relative to onset of oestrus.  This has important implications for 
the timing of insemination. The report also noted that while cross-breeding might improve 
reproductive performance, it does not solve the underlying problem.  Protein test for individual 
cows continues to be a factor that is positively associated with submission rate and 
conception rate. The review will provide a priority area for the Gardiner Foundation’s 2012 
Innovation funding round. 
The Gardiner Foundation is calling for applications for its 2012 Funding Round with a closing 
date for Innovation and Community & People Development Programs of Friday 23 March 
5pm.  Applicants to the Innovation Program are required to submit a prior mandatory 
Expression of Interest by no later than 29 February.   
More? www.gardinerfoundation.com.au. 

Corinella to again host a sunset serenade  
Opera lovers rejoice! Serenade at Sunset will be held again, on February 11 in Corinella. 
More? Faye Tuchtan 5678 8366 or fmt@dcsi.net.au 
 

Busy gals at Buchan 

Buchan will host the 23
rd

 annual Women on Farms gathering on March 16-18and expects 
more than 200 attendees from across Australia. The weekend of workshops, forums and 
tours will cover a range of topics, from geology to singing, financial literacy to jewellery-
making, solar power to home-made herbal remedies and floral art to funeral planning! There 
are activities planned for the blokes, too. The Saturday night dinner will be at Karoonda Park 
in Gelantipy. Registrations close February 17. 
More? Evelyn Schmidt 51 559 216 or buchanbnh@bigpond.com 
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Clair de Lune    

Owner, winemaker and viticulturist Brian Gaffy creates wines of great finesse 
and elegance to be enjoyed and celebrated by the wine and food fraternity. 
The cellar door is generally open every day except Christmas Day and Good 
Friday. Visitors are encouraged to come and taste wines, maybe bring a picnic 
to enjoy in the garden and vineyard areas. A BBQ is also available. Please 
phone ahead on 5655 1032. Brian says a number of newer wines have been 
selling well, including an attractive, spicy but elegant 2009 Shiraz and a lovely 
creamy 2009 oaked Chardonnay.  
Address: 8805 South Gippsland Hwy, Kardella South  
Email: savourtheflavour@clairdelune.com.au 
Web: www.clairdelune.com.au 

Need a plot to get vegetable funding? 
More than 100 schools around Australia will receive grants of up to $1000 from Coles and 
Junior Landcare. Schools, kindergartens, day care centres and youth groups looking to start a 
garden program can apply for a Coles Junior Landcare garden grant by registering with Junior 
Landcare. The 2012 closing dates are:  

- Round 1: closes Friday February 17, 5pm 
- Round 2: closes Friday May 4, 5pm 
- Round 3: closes Friday July 27, 5pm  

More? Visit www.juniorlandcare.com.au or www.coles.com.au 

Coastal boundaries finalised 
The final step has been taken to formally recognise the boundaries of 10 coastal towns in 
Bass Coast Shire. On January 19, the Minister for Planning gazetted his approval of 
Amendment C93, which restricts development to designated town boundaries in and around: 
Bass, Cape Paterson, Corinella, Coronet Bay, Grantville, Harmers Haven, Jam Jerrup, 
Kilcunda, Pioneer Bay/The Gurdies and Tenby Point. 

Clear the room for the legume conference 
Registrations have opened for the Australian Grassland Association inaugural event, the 
Australian Legume Symposium in Melbourne on February 8-9. The symposium is aimed at 
legume research over the next 10 years and setting clear direction in legume development. 
More? Click Australian Legume Symposiumor visit www.australiangrasslands.org.au 

Is your business expanding and facing new challenges?  
MasterClass for Growth is a Victorian Government program for small to medium businesses 
ready to move to the next level. Participants attend four master classes and tailored coaching 
sessions over eight months, starting March 2012. The cost is $950/business. The City of 
Casey will fully subsidise three places in the program. To qualify you must: 

- have been in operation for at least two years 
- have an annual turnover of at least $500,000 
- employ between two and 200 people 
- demonstrate a pattern of business growth 

More? City of Casey 9705 5125 or visit 
http://www.business.vic.gov.au/BUSVIC/STANDARD/PC_64197.html 

Is your business making the most of the internet? 
The City of Casey is hosting a workshop to help businesses make to more of their online 
presence. The workshop will be held on Monday, March 5 from 9:30am–1pm at the City of 
Casey Council, Magid Drive, Narre Warren. Cost $30.  
More? Raylene Wilson 9705 5841 inbusiness@casey.vic.gov.au or visit: 
www.business.vic.gov.au/businessevent 
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Improve your business in 2012 
Cardinia Shire Council’s business training calendar for 2012 is now available and includes 
business seminars, workshops and business breakfast events for the year. 
Topics include starting business, marketing for growth, business planning, business 
networking, improving cash flow, commercialising ideas and better business practices. 
More? Visit http://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/Page/Page.aspx?Page_Id=10 

Here’s cheers for the cheese! 
It’s worth noting that the only cheeses served at the Winemaker of the Year 2011 awards 
were from Gippsland: Jindi Deluxe Blue, Jindi Vintage Cheddar and Jindi Old Telegraph Road 
Brie, served – sadly – with a 2007 Mount Langi Ghiran Cabernet Sauvignon 

Program aimed at farmers looking to make changes 
The 2012 Feeding Pastures for Profit (FPFP) program for Gippsland is a practical system to 
assist farmers find the correct grazing rotation, grow quality grass, and increase the bottom 
line. The program is suited to dairy farm owners, managers and farm staff who have direct 
control of the pasture grazing management on the farm. 
The program will run in: 

- West Gippsland on Thursdays, April 19, 26 
- South Gippsland on Fridays, April 20, 27 
- Maffra on Tuesdays, April 24, May 1 
- Bairnsdale on Thursdays, May 3 and 10. 

More? Frank Mickan (West Gippsland) 5624 2222, David Shambrook (South Gippsland) 
5662 9900. Jason McAinch (Maffra and Bairnsdale) 5147 0800 

Be part of Australia’s largest ever trade mission to India 
Join more than 100 Victorian organisations on a trade mission to India in February covering 
cleantech, education, food/ beverage, ICT, sustainable urban design and tourism, etc. 
More? indiatrade@dbi.vic.gov.au or visit www.trade.vic.gov.au 

Make it Meeniyan …     
Meeniyan Motel provides comfortable and 
affordable accommodation close to the Prom.  
Recently refurbished, the motel has earned a 
reputation for friendliness and modern 
amenities. Meeniyan Motel is suitable for 
business and leisure travellers with free 
wireless internet. Choose from standard, twin, 
family and spa suites. All rooms feature ensuite 
and air-conditioningΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ a saltwater pool, BBQ and ample parking. 119 Whitelaw 
St.  Visit www.meeniyanmotel.com.au or ph 5664 0030. Online booking available.  

Long-term DPI data confirms rabbit number increase 
The Department of Primary Industries (DPI) has warned of a rapid increase in rabbit numbers 
across Victoria this summer – and landholders need to act now. 
DPI data indicates a higher proportion of rabbits have antibodies to the biological control 
agent RHDV, released in 1995-96. However, a sustained reduction in rabbit populations is 
occurring where broad scale destruction of rabbit warrens has taken place.  
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Learn how to eat your garden 
All are welcome to attend a practical and easy introduction to organic edible gardening from a 
local who will teach participants how to convert a typical back garden into a permaculture 
sustainable garden on Saturday, February 11 from 10am-12pm at 40 Dava Drive, Mornington. 

More? Lucy Harvest 0425 748 798 or lucy@harvestconsulting.com.au 

The rodeo is coming to town! 
The Australian Professional Rodeo Association comes to Cranbourne for a great family night 
for all on Saturday, January 28 from 4.30pm-1am at 1450 Ballarto Rd, Clyde. Amusement 
rides, entertainment, food and drinks available for purchase. The cost of the event is $30 
adults, $15 children/seniors, $80 family. 
More? Shawn Mathrick 0410 580 526 or mavo11@bigpond.com 

Numbers add up for power scheme 
Cardinia Shire residents and business operators are being encouraged to join a community-
led scheme to save on energy bills. 
Cardinia Shire Council is supporting the Beaconsfield Progress Association’s (BPA) “Power in 
numbers” bid to get discounts on electricity and gas bills via a bulk purchasing agreement. 
Over 1000 homes have already registered their interest in the scheme.  
Information sessions will be held at the Cardinia Cultural Centre, Lakeside Boulevard, 
Pakenham from 9am–3pm on January 27 and 28 and February 3 and 4.  
More? 1300 767 949 or visit http://www.powergrouppurchasing.com/bpa.php 

A bit if Bendoc blooms in Bangkok 
Part-time Bendoc resident, Thai-based academic and full-time music aficionado, Jonathon 
Glonek is now a YouTube personality. (You will never think of sour grapes again without 
thinking of Dvorak). He sends this link from Bangkok ... 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgB3lnPhRbY 

Don’t have a website for your business? 
Visit Small Business Victoria where you’ll find a basic guide to doing business online, 
including deciding whether you need a website, how to build one and protect your customer’s 
data, seven deadly website sins and choosing a domain name and ISP. 
More? Visit http://www.business.vic.gov.au/BUSVIC/STANDARD/PC_62525.html 

Members sought for Koo Wee Rup reference group 
Cardinia Council is seeking interested community members to join a reference group focused 
on the future of Koo Wee Rup.  
The council is reviewing the Koo Wee Rup Township Strategy to gain clear directions for 
residential development, economic development, community development, traffic and 
transport, physical infrastructure, open space, environment and town centre urban design. 
The group meets fortnightly on Wednesday afternoons from 3-5pm in Koo Wee Rup. 
More? Cardinia Council Strategic Planning 1300 787 624 or 
p.jackson@cardinia.vic.gov.au 

Registrations are now open for the climate webinar series.  
The DPI Climate Webinar Series is a free service open to anyone interested in learning more 
about a range of climate, carbon and emissions topics in relation to the agriculture sector. 
To participate in a DPI webinar you need access to a computer with internet connection or a 
mobile device with internet access, as well as a separate phone line. 
Upon registration you will receive an email confirming your registration and one to two 
business days prior to the webinar, an email with log in and password details. 
More? Lucy Stott on 5355 0539 or lucy.stott@dpi.vic.gov.au or visit 
http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au/agriculture/farming-management/weather-climate/webinar 
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MooΩs at Meeniyan is a restaurant/I in picturesque Meeniyan, 10 
minutes from Leongatha and 1.5 hours from Melbourne. 
Enjoy a break on your way to the prom, with great coffee, local 
wines, good meals and local produce. Opening hours: Thursday to 
Monday 8.30am to 4.30pm for breakfast and lunch. Friday and 
Saturday nights open till 6pm. Closed Tuesday and Wednesday 
Book on 5664 0010 or email eat@moosatmeeniyan.com.au 

GSAN gets a wiki 
The Gippsland Sustainable Agriculture Network (GSAN) now has its own wikispaces page, 
which includes agendas, notes from and past presentations.  
More? Visit http://gippslandsan.wikispaces.com/space/content 

Question your dairy levy 
Find out about the dairy levy and what it does for farmers and the dairy industry at an evening 
session presented by the YDDP from 7.30pm on Tuesday, February 14 at Bairs Otago Hotel, 
18 Bair Street, Leongatha.  
The guest speaker panel includes: 

- Danielle Auldist, GippsDairy presenting information on levy use in Gippsland 
- Ross Bawden, Dairy Australia discussing national levy use  
- Ron Paynter, dairy farmer from Ellinbank, UDV Vice President, ADF board member, 

presenting information on what the levy is. 
The presentations will be interactive with many opportunities for questions. Meals are 
available at own expense. Bookings are recommended. Please RSVP by February 10. 
More? Kylie Barry 5624 3900 or yddpgipps@gippsdairy.com.au 

Clinics available for small business support 
Mornington Peninsula Shire is again hosting small business clinics with Frankston City 
Council and the Small Business Mentoring Service (SBMS). 
Experienced business people act as mentors to answer questions and provide advice on a 
range of areas such as marketing, management, finance and planning. The service is 
provided at no cost to businesses. The dates of sessions are:  

- Tuesday, February 28 
- Tuesday, April 24 
- Tuesday, June 26 
- Tuesday, August 28 
- Tuesday, October 23 
- Tuesday, December 11 

To arrange your free 45 minute session you must book for an appointment.  
More? Tim Haynes 9784 1889 or business@frankston.vic.gov.au  

Biodiversity Fund opens for farmers and land managers 
Applications for the Biodiversity Fund are now open. The Biodiversity Fund supports projects 
that involve activities which restore, manage or better protect biodiversity on public or private 
land. Applications close at 5pm on Tuesday January 31. 
More? 1800 008 678 or visit www.environment.gov.au/cleanenergyfuture  
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Horizon Scholarships are now open  
The Horizon Scholarship, an initiative of the Rural Industries Research and Development 
Corporation (RIRDC) aims to increase the number of students studying agricultural science at 
Australian universities. The scholarship provides a bursary of $5000 per year, mentoring 
partnerships, professional development workshops and industry work placements. To be 
eligible, students must be entering their first year of university, studying a degree related to 
agriculture. Applications close February 1, 2012. Application forms can be downloaded from 
www.rirdc.gov.au/horizon 

Good funding prospects for Gippsland Gateway project 
Baw Baw Shire Council’s Gippsland Gateway project is one of 27 Victorian projects accepted 
in the initial application stage of the Federal Government’s Regional Development Australia 
Fund.  The Gippsland Gateway project proposes to develop a transport hub that incorporates 
the Warragul railway station precinct; a new Visitor Information Centre; and bus, car, and 
pedestrian interchanges. The proposed Gippsland Gateway project is a joint venture between 
Baw Baw Shire Council, the Victorian Department of Transport, V-Line and VicRoads.  
More? Baw Baw Shire Council5624 2411 or visit www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.au 
 

Clearly Delicious produce store & gallery 

offers a wide range of gourmet jams, honey, preserves and sauces for 
discerning palates. All are 100% natural with no added preservatives, 
flavouring or thickeners. Only the freshest seasonal fruit and vegetables 
are used and are either grown in our gardens or sourced locally. Located 
at Lillico, Clearly Delicious supplies many restaurants, retail outlets and 
markets throughout Gippsland and Melbourne, as well as interstate.  
Come for a tasting, a garden stroll and a visit to the adjoining Lillico Glass 
Studio. Visit www.clearlydelicious.com.au or www.lillicoglassstudio.com.au or ph 5623 1592. 

Drouin comes alive in February! 
The annual Drouin Ficifolia Festival, from Wednesday February 8 to Sunday February 12, in 
various locations in Drouin, has something for everyone, including the Festival Gala Opening 
dinner at the Drouin Golf Club, a poetry night, Chinese Year of the Dragon street parade, 
fireworks and movie in the park, artists open studio tour and more.  
More? Visit: www.ficifoliafestival.org.au 

Women in agriculture to be celebrated at Farm World 2012 
Farm World 2012 will celebrate women in agriculture with a lunch on Thursday, March 22, 
2012 featuring speakers Qantas chair Margaret Jackson AC, Warragul’s Angela Betheras, the 
2011 RIRDC Victorian Rural Woman of the Year, and Michelle Winzer Commonwealth Bank’s 
Victorian and Tasmanian regional GM. The event will be held on March 22 from 12-1.30pm at 
the Lardner Park Exhibition Centre, 155 Burnt Store Road, Lardner. Tickets include entry to 
Farm World, presentation and a finger food lunch. 
More? Lardner Park Events 5626 1373 or pam@lardnerpark.com.au  

Input sought on tourism strategy 
Baw Baw Shire Council is redeveloping its Tourism Strategy for 2012-2015 and would 
appreciate community input. Please visit https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/7J2VFXB to 
complete a short survey about your views on tourism within the shire. 

Make your business systems smart 
The City of Casey Smart Business Systems workshop, presented by Michele Tocci, will help 
participants learn what and how to delegate or outsource, and start managing your business 
like a CEO. The workshop is on Tuesday, March 6 from 6-8pm. Bookings are essential. 
More? City of Casey 9705 5200 or inbusiness@casey.vic.gov.au 
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UK legislates for right to retain services 
The UK Government has recently passed a new Localism Act that makes law the 
community’s rights and responsibilities in local planning decisions. It allows for villages to 
retain vital services such as a shop or the village pub ... that’s a relief!  
More? Visit: 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/decentralisation/localismbill/ 

Food festival is inspired by Gippsland 
The Inverloch Food and Wine Festival is the region’s largest food and wine event and central 
to Destination Gippsland’s ‘Gippsland Inspired’ autumn campaign. Regional cuisine from the 
paddocks and producers, and local boutique wines are available in a relaxed picnic 
atmosphere or under a huge all-weather marquee, with local musicians providing 
entertainment. Chefs will provide cooking demonstrations, local producers and Gippsland 
characters will feature throughout the afternoon. The festival will be held on Saturday, March 
3 at The Glade. Entry is $5/adults and a tasting glass is $10. Children free. 
More? Inverloch Visitor Information Centre 1300 762 433 or www.visitinverloch.org 

Forthcoming markets 
Market When Where More? 

Yarragon community craft and 
produce market 

4
th

 Saturday Yarragon Public Hal 5634 2209 

Gippsland Heritage Park Market 3
rd

 Saturday Gippsland Heritage Park, Moe 5127 3082 

Drouin Craft and Produce Market 3
rd

 Saturday Drouin Civic Park 5625 3360 

Emerald Community Craft and 
Produce Market 

3
rd

 Sunday Emerald Community House 0419 345 750 

Heyfield community market 1
st
 Saturday Dr John Graves Memorial  5148 2780 

Sale Farmer’s Market 3
rd

 Saturday Skate Park lawns, Foster St, 
Sale 

0408 057 772 

Lardner Park Market November 20 Lardner Park, Warragul 5976 3266  

Lucknow Market 4
th

 Sunday Howitt Park, Bairnsdale 5152 4662 

Lakes Entrance Surf Club 
Foreshore Market 

1
st
 Sunday The Esplanade, Lakes Entrance 0407 098 805 

South Gippsland Farmers Market 1
st
 Saturday Koonwarra Memorial Park 0408 619 182 

Coal Creek Farmers Market 2
nd

 Saturday Coal Creek Community Park 
and Museum, Korumburra 

0459 629 000 

East Gippsland Farmers Market 1
st
 Saturday Bairnsdale Secondary College 

Oval, Bairnsdale 
 

Metung Farmers Market 2
nd

 Saturday Village Green, Metung  

Bruthen Village Market 4
th

 Saturday Mechanics Hall, Bruthen  

Bairnsdale Boot Market 3
rd

 Saturday Great Alpine Road, Bairnsdale  

Paynesville Market 2
nd

 Sunday Gilsenan Reserve, Paynesville  

Surf Club Market 1
st
 Sunday Foreshore Rotunda, Lakes 

Entrance 
 

Kongwak Market Sundays Kongwak General Store 0417 142 478 

Jumbunna Bush Market 1
st
 Sunday The Main Hall, Jumbunna 5657 3253 

Toora market 2
nd

 Sunday Jetty Road, Toora 5688 1237 

Prom Country Farmers Market 3
rd

 Saturday Main St. Foster 0407 543 371 

Inverloch Farmers Market  3
rd

 Sunday The Glade. Inverloch 5664 0096 

Longwarry Fire Brigade Market 1
st
 Sunday Bennett Street, Longwarry 0419 158 946 

Traralgon Farmers Market 4
th

 Saturday Kay Street Gardens – Kay St, 
Traralgon 

0409 232 715 

Gembrook Market 4
th

 Sunday Puffing Billy Railway Station 0437 664 121 

Casey-Berwick Farmers Market 4
th

 Saturday 34 Homestead Rd, Berwick  

Mornington Racecourse Market 2
nd

 Sunday Mornington Racecourse  

Mirboo North Community Market last Saturday 
of month 

Baromi Park in Ridgway (Strez 
Highway) Mirboo North 

5668 2465 

Bittern Sunday market Every Sunday Bittern Railway Station, 
Frankston-Flinders Road, Bittern 

0409 417 463 

Red Hill Community Market  1
st
 Saturday Arthurs Seat Road, Red Hill  
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What workshop do you want in Wellington? 
Wellington Shire Council is hosting Business Victoria workshops on ‘Starting Your Business’, 
marketing, business planning, ‘Green Your Business’, getting and keeping the right staff, 
finance and how to exit a business.  
More? Will Oakley 5142 3615 

Don’t forget your sunscreen at the Kilcunda Lobster Festival 
The 28

th
 Annual Kilcunda Lobster Festival is a family event with amusements, market stalls, 

helicopter rides, emergency service displays an animal farm and lobster lunches on January 
29 from 9am at the foreshore car park, Bass Highway, Kilcunda. 
More? Shelley Applebee 0417 590 881 or kcda@waterfront.net.au 

Do you sell Fair Trade products?  
The City of Casey is seeking to become a Fair Trade council, and is seeking information on 
businesses already selling  Fair Trade products. The City will then promote its fair trade 
credentials, including the businesses that use or sell Fair Trade products. 
More? tzsolt@csaey.vic.gov.au 

Looking for a venue for 20 people? Or 20,000?  Look at Lardner Park, near Warragul. 
We have a reputation for large-scale events, such as Farm World, Trucks In Action and 
the Civil Works Expo. We also have flexibility for smaller meetings, conferences and 
workshops. The Lardner Park board room and pavilions are ideal for equipment and 
product launches.  Our location is convenient for Melbourne/Gippsland attendees.  

  For further information email mark@lardnerpark.com.au, visit 
www.lardnerpark.com.au or phone 5626 1373 

Evening promises to be trialling 
The Southern Farming Systems (SFS) summer trials field evening will be held at 4pm on 
Thursday, March 1 (note the date change) at the SFS trial site, Bairnsdale. The evening 
includes a short bus tour to Stewart’s dryland maize and irrigated maize crops, with speakers 
to be confirmed. Please RSVP by February 27. 
More? Suzanne Neumann 0439 680 021 

Ag entrants and sponsors sought for Casey awards 
Agribusiness companies in the City of Casey are especially encouraged to enter the annual 
business awards. Businesses and organisations interested in sponsoring an individual 
category award are also sought. The awards, to be announced next September, comprise 10 
categories – including an Agriculture and Primary Industries award.  
More? Raylene Wilson 9705 5841 or rewilson@casey.vic.gov.au 

A free plug for Tim’s book 
Gippslander and journo Tim Lee of ABC Landline has written a book tracing the lineage of the 
Peppin Merino from the Wanganella Stud. In the 1950s was estimated that the Peppin Merino 
strain coursed through the veins of 90% of the national flock. The book features spectacular 
droughts, floods and bushfires, but the human landscape is no less dramatic.  
Wanganella and its owners played a pivotal role in the shearers’ dispute of 1888. From the 
escalating rebellion arose the Australian Workers’ Union which in turn gave rise to the 
Australian Labor Party.  
Wanganella and the Merino Aristocrats is published by Hardie Grant books (RRP $59.95) 
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Regional arts funding round opens 

The Regional Arts Fund is an Australian Government initiative supporting the arts in regional 
Australia. Round 1 funding will close on Tuesday 13 March for projects that commence after 
July 2012. There are two categories:  ‘Toe in the Water’ grants for up to $5000 and ‘Project 
and Skills Development’ grants for up to $15,000. Guidelines and application forms are 
available from www.rav.net.au/ Information sessions will be run at: 
Newhaven: February 2  
Mallacoota: February 20 
Orbost: February 21  
Swifts Creek: February 21 
More? Deb Milligan dmilligan@rav.net.au or 0427 842 328 or 5142 3330  

Start the day with a breakfast of business 
The City of Casey, Cardinia Shire Council, Monash University and Melbourne Football Club 
are hosting a business breakfast at Cranbourne Golf Club on Wednesday, March 7 from 
6.45am. $40 per person or $350 for a table of 10.  
More? City of Casey Economic Development 9705 5200 or 
inbusiness@casey.vic.gov.au 

Be bare foot, bowl and BBQ! 
Join the Cranbourne Chamber of Commerce for a fun game of barefoot bowls on Thursday, 
February, 2 from 5.30-8.30pm at the Cranbourne Bowls Club, Grant Street, Cranbourne. 
Cost $35.00 for members; $45 for non-members. RSVP by Monday, January 30. 
More? Di Wyatt 0412 933 364 or cranbournecc@gmail.com  or visit 
www.cranbournechamber.com.au 

Need a business mentor? 
Latrobe City Council in conjunction with the Small Business Mentoring Service (SBMS) offers 
mentoring services for businesses that want to establish, improve and grow. Mentors focus on 
where you are in your business cycle, whether it be seeking advice or a health check, or 
perhaps wanting assistance in taking the next big step. The initial 45 minute consultation is 
free, and subsequent sessions are at a nominated fee. 
More? John Bettson 5128 5659 or John.Bettson@latrobe.vic.gov.au 

Country racing is off and … well … racing  
Meetings this month are: 

- January 26: Sale 
Meetings next month are: 

- February 5: Sale 
- February 11: Woolamai 
- February 12: Moe 
- February 17: Sale 
- February 18: Buchan 
- February 25: Woolamai 
- February 27: Moe 

More? Call 1300 139 402 or visit www.countryracing.com.au 

Agritourism dossier available 
What are the common factors that determine a successful agritourism venture? What do the 
failures always do wrong? Agribusiness Gippsland has completed a literature review as part 
of last year’s study of Gippsland’s agritourism sector. We have compiled the findings into a 
fascinating, easy-to-read dossier. Drawing on local, Australian and overseas studies, it 
presents the financials of agritourism, the trends in Gippsland, the challenges, and some early 
data on regional agritourism operations, along with ideas from existing successful operators. 
The cost is $30 plus GST. Email orders at susanw@ptarmigan.com.au or via 
www.aginc.wordpress.com 
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               Don’t scattergun advertise, hit your target … More 
than 6000 ‘yes-please’ subscribers read GippyAGchat. Farmers, farm consultants, 
agronomists, stock agents, catchment management and DPI staffers, Gippsland, 
regional and federal MPs … everyone who makes agribusiness grow across Gippsland. 
And you don’t get lost in the display advertising crowd. Ph 0402 267 802 or 9456 9791 

Ag student scholarship on offer  
Elmore Charity Ball offers a $5000 scholarship towards the cost of accommodation for an 
under-24 student entering their first year of study and intending to enrol in a full-time 
Australian tertiary institution or TAFE course related to agriculture. Deadline: January 31. 
More? 0427 326 311, elmorecharityball@iinet.net.au or 
www.elmoresummersendoff.org.au 

Women make it work over breakfast 
Women Making it Work (WMIW) is an exciting not for profit business network for women 
across the region of Casey and Cardinia, proudly supported by the City of Casey and the 
Shire of Cardinia. The next WMIW breakfast will be held Thursday, February 2 from 7-8.30am 
at the Cardinia Cultural Centre, Lakeside Boulevard, Pakenham. The cost of attendance is 
$35 for non members and $25 for members. Bookings are essential by January 25. 
More? 0407 009 656 or visit http://www.wmiw.com.au 

Do you struggle to read financial statements? 
Find out how a balance sheet will assess the financial health of your business, how to 
calculate profit and how to read a profit and loss statement to help you manage expenses and 
improve profitability at an Understanding financial statement seminar on Wednesday, 
February 15 from 6-8pm at the Casey Civic Centre, Magid Drive, Narre Warren. 
A voucher for one free mentoring session is provided for participants in this seminar. 
The cost is $20 per person. Bookings are essential. Click here to register for Understanding 
Financial Statements and search for Event ID 7877 
More? City of Casey Economic Development 9705 5200 or 
inbusiness@casey.vic.gov.au 

Neerim set to go on show 
The 2012 Neerim District Country Show features competitions and entertainment for the 
whole family including a poet’s breakfast, live country music, wood chopping events, steam 
engine and veteran car displays, best ute competition, equine and showjumping competitions, 
local farm produce exhibits and carnival activities for the children and youth. 
The show will be held in Sunday, January 29 at the Neerim Recreation Reserve. 
More? Leon Fewster 5628 1615 

Focus Farms come to a finish with final field days 
The current round of Focus Farms is drawing to a close, with the final round of field days 
commencing recently. Final field days for the Focus Farms will be held: 

- Wednesday, February 1 with Mick and Paula Hughes, Willowgrove 
- Friday, February 3 with Rod and Lyndell Cope, Middle Tarwin 
- Thursday, 9 February with Michael and Ancret Shipton and farm owners Geoff and 

Deb Bramley, Nar Nar Goon 
- Wednesday, February 29 with Kevin and Helen Jones, Foster. 

All Focus Farm field days start at 11am with morning team from 10.30am. 
More? John Gallienne 0407 863 493 or gallienne@dcsi.net.au 
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Ponies go on parade 
Boolarra Pony Club Gymkhana on February 5 from 6.30am-4.30pm at Boolarra Memorial 
Park, Park road, Boolarra, will have three open rings, an Official HRCAV ring, pony club, 
novelties, activity, and fun ring. There will be trophies, sashes and rugs as prizes. 
More? Gary Mills 5169 6404 or gsmills@internode.on.net 

Two trees going for free 
As part of Environment Week, free trees will be issued to Mornington Peninsula residents 
from 9am-4pm on Saturday March 17 and Monday March 19 to Friday March 23.  
Ratepayers and residents can collect two free plants from three centres across the Shire 
(proof of residency is required): 

- Mornington Youth Enterprises Nursery, Mitchell Street, Mornington  
- Rae’s Mitre 10, 136 High Street, Hastings,( also distributing on Sunday March 18) 
- Konnections, corner McDowell Street and Rosebud Parade, Rosebud  

More? Mornington Peninsula Shire 1300 850 600 or custserv@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

Plague Soldier Beetle sightings on the rise in Casey 
Increased rainfall throughout the winter months, recent humid conditions and the blooms on 
native flowering trees have resulted in an increase in Plague Soldier Beetles in Casey. 
The beetles are harmless, up to 2cm long and have a flat body with a yellow-orange stripe 
behind the head, dark green wings, a yellow-orange abdomen and a black head and legs. 
More? City of Casey Customer Service 9705 5200 

Be prepared for the fire season 
Attend a CFA community meeting to learn about the bushfire risk in your area and how you 
and your community can turn this awareness into action. Find your nearest community 
meeting by municipality, township or meeting type on the CFA website www.cfa.vic.gov.au, or 
phone the Victorian Bushfire Information Line 1800 240 667 or TTY 1800 122 969. 
More? Visit www.communityprograms.cfa.vic.gov.au/cfa/landing 

Orbost Agricultural Show gets a sustainable lift 
Far East Victoria Landcare Inc (FEVL) is developing a Sustainability Expo to be run in 
conjunction with the Orbost Agricultural Show on March 12 and is seeking volunteers to assist 
in idea development.  
More? Penny Gray 5161 1365 or penny.gray@dpi.vic.gov.au 

How resilient is your business?  
This interactive workshop, on March 9 from 9.30am-1pm, will show you how easy it is to 
improve and implement good business practices and processes to help your business run 
more effectively and be better able to deal with whatever comes your way. The workshop will 
be held at the Casey Civic Centre, Magid Drive, Narre Warren. The cost is $30 per person. 
Bookings are essential. 
More? City of Casey Economic Development 9705 5200 or 
inbusiness@casey.vic.gov.au 
 

Sessions for regional arts funding 

The Regional Arts Fund is an Australian Government initiative supporting the arts in regional 
Australia. Round 1 funding will close on Tuesday 13 March for projects that commence after 
July 2012. There are two categories:  ‘Toe in the Water’ grants for up to $5000 and ‘Project 
and Skills Development’ grants for up to $15,000. Guidelines and application forms are 
available from www.rav.net.au/ Information sessions will be run at: 
Newhaven: February 2  
Mallacoota: February 20 
Orbost: February 21  
Swifts Creek: February 21 
More? Deb Milligan dmilligan@rav.net.au or 0427 842 328 or 5142 3330  
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So long and enjoy the ride 
Wellington Shire’s Manager Economic Development Rob Ashworth has taken up a new role 
with the Department of Transport.  

JOBS: A free feature in GippyAGchat 
Times being what they are, we are running free job ads. If you’re seeking work, or workers, 
please flick an email to susanw@ptarmigan.com.au and we’ll give you a free plug. No large 
files, no photos, no sales pitches and full contact details, please.  
 
WORK AVAILABLE: 
Co-operative Manager: Macalister Demonstration Farm Maffra 
Co-operative Manager needed for administrative, financial and secretarial support to the 
board and to undertake new project development to meet the demonstration and extension 
goals of the farm. The role also requires a strong focus on project management with the 
appointee responsible for managing projects and extension activities at the MDF, including 
project tracking and reporting, and liaising with project managers, collaborators and funders. 
This position will be part-time for a minimum of three days per week (0.6 FTE) with extra days 
available as project funding allows.  
Flexibility in working hours and work location as well as a very attractive remuneration, 
depending on experience and capabilities.  Applications should include a resume and must 
respond to the selection criteria. Applications by 5pm on Friday February 10. 
More? Neil Baker 0488 175 366 or mdf@wideband.net.au . 
 
WORK SOUGHT: 
Work placement sought for agriculture student 
A work placement is being sought in the Drouin/Drouin West area for a 19-year-old man with 
a social disability who is doing his certificate 2 and 3 in agriculture. He is a hard worker and 
has had four previous successful work placements. 
More? Tracey Rigby traceyrigby@hotmail.com 
 
Couple from NZ seeks full time employment 
Sharon writes: “We have been living in Australia for three years milking cows and calf rearing. 
Previous work includes work as farm assistants milking 1000 cows. We are looking to expand 
our skills base and knowledge to become herd managers. We have skills in: calf rearing, milk 
harvesting, cattle droving and limited tractor work. Prefer house with job. Willing to relocate.”  
More? Sharon 0458 776 248  
 
Market your business more effectively 
Award-winning marketer/business consultant with strong agricultural background can offer 
strategies to place your business in the public eye.  
More? John 0457 065 425 
 
Fire management planning 
Consultant to prepare sustainable fire management plans for your property or small reserve.  
More? Helen Bull 0400 310 188 or h.bull@bigpond.com 
 
Need the skills of an IT or accounting graduate?  
Organisations are being sought to host international students for a 12-week internship as part 
of Swinburne College’s Professional Year Programs in Accounting and Computer Science. 
The program is aimed at former international students who have a bachelor or master degree 
in accounting or information technology from a recognised Australian institution. Internships 
are unpaid and there is no financial cost to the host organisation. 
More? Leo Slattery 9214 8080 or ltslattery@swin.edu.au or visit 
http://www.swinburne.edu.au/college/professional-year-programs/host-companies.html 
 
Need staff?  
Try 12 or six months of cost-effective undergraduate recruits from accounting, sciences, 
marketing, HR and PR/comms/media. Candidates available for paid full-time or half-time 
placements.  
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More? Annette: lssibl@swin.edu.au or ph: 9214 8753 or Karen: 
kpomeranz@swin.edu.au or ph: 9215 7136  
 
Seeking admin/clerical work 
For any type of administrative/clerical type work (consulting, part time or job share – even if it 
is only a few hours per week).  I have a current ABN and tertiary qualifications in business 
studies, taxation and financial planning, and am looking for work in these areas.  
More? Greg Lewis on 0439 523 871 or gregorynlewis@southernphone.com.au   
 
CLASSIFIEDS: 
Brewers yeast available 
Free brewers spent yeast, suitable for pigs, chooks fertiliser – 1000 litres/week. Available 
from Port Melbourne.  
More? Neil 0418 371 663 

The most important item in this entire e-newsletter 
Display advertising in GippyAgchat is easy – only $50 an insertion (plus GST) or five inserts 
for $200 (plus GST). And only $350 (plus GST) for 10 inserts… all going to more than 5800 
‘yes please’ readers. A Word document of 60-100 words and a small pic will do it!   And we 
are always keen to talk sponsorship. Our postal address is PO Box 1312 Warragul 3280. 
More? 9456 9791, http://agribusinessgippsland.com.au or www.aginc.wordpress.com 

Hunting in AGInc hyperspace  
Recent top searches on our blogsite (www.aginc.wordpress.com) are: dr ras lawson, 
agribusiness logo, agritourism ideas, dr brad ridoutt profile 

Anyone we’ve forgotten? 
Gippy Agchat is sworn at and sweated over by Sue Webster (0402 267 802 or 9456 9791) 
and Madeline Toner for Agribusiness Gippsland Inc and circulated to subscribers and 
supporters. Please circulate this newsletter by email or printout/fax to your colleagues. GOT 
NEWS? Ph/email news to ptarmigan2@internode.on.net. 

Gippy Diary 

DATE EVENT LOCATION CONTACT 

Jan 26 Country Race Meet Sale 1300 139 402 

Jan 27 SFS tour of Ridley’s Mill and “End 
of Harvest” dinner 

Maffra Suzanne Neumann 0439 680 
021 

Jan 27-28 Discount Energy Arrangement 
information days 

Pakenham 1300 767 949 

Jan 28 Cranbourne Rodeo and Country 
Festival 

Clyde Shawn Mathrick 0410 580 526 

Jan 29 Kilcunda Lobster Festival Kilcunda Shelley Applebee 0417 590 
881 

Jan 29 Beef Week at Lardner Park Warragul Melinda Kent 0407 862 657 

Jan 29 Neerim District Country Show  Neerim Leon Fewster 5628 1615 

Feb 1 Focus Farm Field Day Willowgrove John Gallienne 0407 863 493 

Feb 2 IN2IT@EBANK! Ellinbank Sue Webster 0402 267 802 

Feb 2 Women Making It Work breakfast Pakenham 0407 009 656 

Feb 2 Cranbourne Chamber of 
Commerce barefoot bowls and 
BBQ 

Cranbourne Di Wyatt 0412 933 364 

Feb 3 Focus Farm Field Day Middle Tarwin John Gallienne 0407 863 493 

Feb 3-4 Discount Energy Arrangement 
information days 

Pakenham 1300 767 949 

Feb 5 Country Race Meet Sale 1300 139 402 

Feb 5 Boolarra Pony Club Gymkhana Boolarra Gary Mills 5169 6404 
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Feb 5, 12 Farm Chemical Users Course Koo Wee Rup Adam Shalekoff 8781 7962 

Feb 7 Webinar Trial Day and Seasonal 
Climate Update 

 Lucy Stott 5355 0539 

Feb 8-12 Ficifolia Festiva Drouin  

Feb 9 Focus Farm Field Day Nar Nar Goon John Gallienne 0407 863 493 

Feb 11 Serenade at Sunset Corinella Faye Tuchtan 5678 8366 

Feb 11 Country Race Meet Woolamai 1300 139 402 

Feb 11 Permaculture introduction Mornington Lucy Harvest 0425 748 798 

Feb 12 Country Race Meet Moe 1300 139 402 

Feb 14 YDDP dairy levy information night Leongatha Kylie Barry 5624 3900 

Feb 15 Understanding financial statement 
seminar 

Narre Warren City of Casey Economic 
Development 9705 5200 

Feb 17 Country Race Meet Sale 1300 139 402 

Feb 18 Country Race Meet Buchan 1300 139 402 

Feb 21 DPI webinar: Climate, water and 
the future of food production  

 Lucy Stott 5355 0539 

Feb 22/23 10th Anniversary Australian Dairy 
Conference 

Warragul Esther Price Promotions 1800 
177 636 

Feb 25 Country Race Meet Woolamai 1300 139 402 

Feb 27 Country Race Meet Moe 1300 139 402 

Feb 28 Small Business Clinic Mornington 
Peninsula 

Tim Haynes 9784 1889 

Feb 29 Focus Farm Field Day Foster John Gallienne 0407 863 493 

Mar 1 SFS summer trials field evening Bairnsdale Suzanne Neumann 0439 680 
021 

Mar 3 Inverloch Food and Wine Festival Inverloch 1300 762 433 

Mar 5 Your business online workshop Narre Warren Raylene Wilson 9705 5841 

Mar 6 DPI webinar: Calculating farm 
greenhouse gas emissions with 
FarmGAS 

 Lucy Stott 5355 0539 

Mar 6 Smart Business Systems 
workshop 

 City of Casey Economic 
Development 9705 5200 

Mar 7 Business Breakfast Cranbourne City of Casey Economic 
Development 9705 5200 

Mar 9 Better business practices 
workshop 

Narre Warren City of Casey Economic 
Development 9705 5200 

Mar 10 Self managed AFund workshop  City of Casey Economic 
Development 9705 5200 

Mar 12 Orbost Agricultural Show and 
FEVL Sustainability Expo 

Orbost Penny Gray 5161 1365 

Mar 16 Annual Women on Farms 
Gathering 

Buchan Evelyn Schmidt 5155 9216 

Mar 22-25 Farm World 2012 Warragul Lardner Park Events 5626 
1373 

March 22 Farm World 2012 Women in 
Agriculture lunch 

Warragul Lardner Park Events 5626 
1373 

Apr 3 DPI webinar: National Adaptation 
and Mitigation Initiative (NAMI) 

 Lucy Stott 5355 0539 

Apr 19, 26 Feeding Pasture for Profit West 
Gippsland 

Frank Mickan 5624 2222 

Apr 20, 27 Feeding Pasture for Profit South 
Gippsland 

David Shambrook  5662 9900 

Apr 24 Small Business Clinic Mornington 
Peninsula 

Tim Haynes 9784 1889 

Apr 24, May 
1 

Feeding Pasture for Profit Maffra Jason McAinch 5147 0800 

May 3, 10 Feeding Pasture for Profit Bairnsdale Jason McAinch 5147 0800 

May 15 DPI webinar: How does climate  Lucy Stott 5355 0539 



variability influence plant 
biosecurity? 

Jun 26 Small Business Clinic Mornington 
Peninsula 

Tim Haynes 9784 1889 

Aug 28 Small Business Clinic Mornington 
Peninsula 

Tim Haynes 9784 1889 

Sep 20 Casey Business Awards   

Oct 23 Small Business Clinic Mornington 
Peninsula 

Tim Haynes 9784 1889 

Dec 11 Small Business Clinic Mornington 
Peninsula 

Tim Haynes 9784 1889 

 
 

This regular news digest comes from Agribusiness Gippsland Inc which works with farmers, 
local councils, state and federal government, catchment management authorities, community 
groups and others to support regional agribusiness and work in partnership with existing 
regional organisations. Visit http://agribusinessgippsland.com.au or 
www.aginc.wordpress.com 
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