
 

Gippy AGchat          October 10, 2011 – Issue 50    
Since 1997, non-profit group Agribusiness Gippsland Inc has helped support regional 

agribusiness by working in partnership with other organisations.  
This edition of our newsletter is going to 5855 recipients.  
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- Have you visited our website? http://agribusinessgippsland.com.au  
- Or blog us at www.aginc.wordpress.com 
- Our postal address is PO Box 1312 Warragul 3280. 
- Email us at ptarmigan1@internode.on.net or ptarmigan2@internode.on.net 
- Phone us 9456 9791 or 0402 267 802 

http://agribusinessgippsland.com.au/
http://www.aginc@wordpress.com/
mailto:ptarmigan1@internode.on.net
mailto:ptarmigan2@internode.on.net


If you enjoy reading GippyAgchat, please mention it to your local councillor, or 
a board member of the West Gippsland CMA or Southern Rural Water. They’re 
the ones who help fund it … (And we’d love to find some more) … 
 

COPYRIGHT-FREE: Resources of Gippy Agchat, either in full or in part, can be copied, 
quoted, reprinted, given away or circulated. All resources are public property and we would be 
honoured if they were used to build skills and understanding to help sustain profitable 
farming, build healthier communities and support vibrant local economies. 

Congrats to Capra 
Agribusiness got first billing in the inaugural East Gippsland Business Awards on Friday night 
and Capra organic goat‟s cheese took out the honours. Farming on 87 acres near Bairnsdale, 
Emma and Matthew produce award-winning cheeses that have secured loyal buyers across 
Victoria and interstate. They are a young couple who have taken the risks, followed the 
passion, protected the land and have built a knock-out family business. Other finalists were 
Bulmers Farm and the Lakes Entrance seafood co-op. Agribusiness Gippsland was honoured 
to be included among the judges. More than 350 people attended the awards night which was 
a real credit to the organising committee from the East Gippsland Business and Tourism 
Association.  We look forward to the Baw Baw Shire awards night next Friday, which we also 
helped judge. 
 

And more congrats … 
To Peter Gaffy of Warragul, one of five young dairy farmers selected to join the UDV/VFF tour 
of New Zealand. 

And congrats to us 
A quick glance of the diary shows that this is the 50

th
 edition of Gippyagchat, a milestone! 

All aboard! 
Congratulations to one of our directors Christine Holland on her new appointment to the board 
of the West Gippsland CMA. She joins our chair Alex Arbuthnot and two former Agribusiness 
Gippsland directors Angus Hume and Barbara Johnson. Boards announced this week are:  
West Gippsland CMA: Chair Angus Hume; Ian Hill; Mr Warrick Wilson; Mike Haughton; 
Christine Holland; John Anderson; Alexander Arbuthnot; Ian Gibson; Barbara Johnson. 
East Gippsland CMA: Chair Peter Veenker; Bill Bulmer; Kate Young; Ken Norris; Neville 
Penrose; John Groom; Helen Bull; Ross Ingram; Nicola Watts. 
  
 
 

 
111,200 litres = $ 7,690.00. Need an economical solution to 
leaking concrete tanks? STRONG,  FLEXIBLE and DURABLE.  
Seeking  a superior steel tank? With 1.2 mm-thick galvanised wall steel and brass/steel ball 
valve outlets. Fire-resistant, corrosion protection and a longer lifespan.  Flat wall profile means 
total liner support. Erected on-site. Contact Darren Smith at mail@thetankshop.com.au 
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Get yapping at the Ready for Tomorrow conference 
The Young Agribusiness Professionals will hold a conference in the Dandenong Ranges from 
October 21-23. Speakers include Rick Roush (University of Melbourne) on agricultural 
education, Andrew Smith from Rural Finance on finding farm finance, MLA‟s Tim McRae on 
market outlooks, David Griffin from DPI on climate and carbon, Tim Gentle from Design 
Experts on marketing and Josh Jones from RBS Morgans on investing for your future. There 
will be a Friday night BBQ and a black tie dinner on Saturday night with comic Dave O‟Neil. 
More? Ailsa Gibson 9207 5563 or yaps@vff.org.au or visit 
http://www.vff.org.au/members/yaps_events.php 

WGCMA Landcare share in $3.39M Landcare grants  
The West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority (WGCMA) has received a $270,000 
share in the Victorian Governments $3.39M Victorian Landcare Grants for this financial year. 
The Victorian Government has provided these funds to local Landcare groups for projects that 
benefit land and waterway health.The projects approved for delivery by the region‟s five 
Landcare networks are: 

¶ Bass Coast Landcare Network – Powlett Catchment Demonstration Project 

¶ Latrobe Catchment Landcare Network – Baw Baw to Strzelecki Biolink 

¶ Maffra and District Landcare Network – Priority NRM for Catchment Health 

¶ South Gippsland Landcare Network – Strzelecki Koalas Biolinks – Habitats for Life 

¶ Yarram Yarram Landcare Network – Building on the J.A.R.R. Biodiversity Blueprint 
More? Phillip McGarry 1300 094 262 or phillipm@wgcma.vic.gov.au  

 

Clair de Lune    

Owner, winemaker and viticulturist Brian Gaffy creates wines of great finesse 
and elegance to be enjoyed and celebrated by the wine and food fraternity. 
The cellar door is generally open every day except Christmas Day and Good 
Friday. Visitors are encouraged to come and taste wines, maybe bring a picnic 
to enjoy in the garden and vineyard areas. A BBQ is also available. Please 
phone ahead on 5655 1032. Brian says a number of newer wines have been 
selling well, including an attractive, spicy but elegant 2009 Shiraz and a lovely 
creamy 2009 oaked Chardonnay.  
Address: 8805 South Gippsland Hwy, Kardella South  
Email: savourtheflavour@clairdelune.com.au 
Web: www.clairdelune.com.au 

Make plans for your farm 
The Farm Plan 21 course takes participants through a logical process of thinking and 
planning for farm properties. Seven sessions cover topics such as land use classes, farm 
water supply, pasture management, soil management, soil degradation – salinity, erosion, 
acidity, invasive plants and animals control, biodiversity and native vegetation and iFarm 
computer mapping software training. The course is run in conjunction with DPI and will be 
held from October 11 to November 22 at Fish Creek. 
More? Kate Williams 5662 5759 or katew@wgcma.vic.gov.au 

Orbost Agricultural Show gets a sustainable lift 

Far East Victoria Landcare Inc. (FEVL) has announced that it is developing a Sustainability 
Expo to be run in conjunction with the Orbost Agricultural Show on March 12, 2012. FEVL is 
calling for volunteers to assist in idea development.  
More? Penny Gray 5161 1365 or penny.gray@dpi.vic.gov.au 
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Latrobe City’s Power of Racing celebrates 10 years 
This year sees the Power of Racing celebrate its tenth anniversary and a full 12-week 
calendar of events across Latrobe City. The Power of Racing is based around the spring 
racing events in Latrobe and designed to attract visitors to the region. The full program of 
events can be accessed at Latrobe City Council website.  
More? Visit http://www.latrobe.vic.gov.au/Events/Calendar/ 

Agriculture goes on display at the Bairnsdale Show 

The Bairnsdale Agricultural Show is being held on the weekend of November 5-6 at the 
Bairnsdale Racing Complex with horse events on both days. The Showmen's Guild will 
provide side show entertainment on the Saturday only. 
More? Judi Sykes 5155 0220 or enquiries@karoondapark.com or visit 
http://www.bairnsdaleshow.com.au/ 

Learn to market organics 
The Department of Primary Industries (DPI) in association with the Victorian Organic Industry 
Committee invites organic producers to a workshop designed to address supply and demand 
issues in the industry on November 17.  
The workshop covers a range of value chain principles and practices and look specifically at a 
range of business structures designed for collaborative marketing. Guest speakers include: 

¶ Dr Steve Goodman from the University of Adelaide‟s Business School  

¶ Wayne Street from Street Ryan and Associates  

¶ Graeme Gamble from Champions IGA   

¶ Terry Hehir from Organic Dairy Farmers of Australia  
The workshop will be held from 9.30am-4.30pm on November 17 at the DPI office, 1301 
Hazeldean Road, Ellinbank. The event is free to eligible participants. Please call to register.  
More? Cathy Mulligan 5258 0229 or cathy.mulligan@dpi.vic.gov.au 

Save energy in the dairy 
Saving energy and money in the dairy is the focus of a YDDP field day at Peter and Kerry 
Collins‟ property, 1080 Promontory Rd, Fish Creek, on October 20 from 11am-1pm.  
The day will look at one shed in detail and consider options for reducing costs. Speakers will 
include Gabriel Hakim from AgVet Projects at Warragul and Darold Klindworth from 
Department of Primary Industries (DPI) Ellinbank. This event is sponsored by the DPI 
together with the Future Ready Dairy Systems Program funded by the Federal Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry and Dairy Australia. RSVP for catering by October 18. 
More? Kylie Barry 0428 889 337 or yddpgipps@gippsdairy 

 

Make it Meeniyan …     
Meeniyan Motel provides comfortable and 
affordable accommodation close to the Prom.  
Recently refurbished, the motel has earned a 
reputation for friendliness and modern 
amenities. Meeniyan Motel is suitable for 
business and leisure travellers with free 
wireless internet. Choose from standard, twin, 
family and spa suites. All rooms feature ensuite 
and air-conditioning. There’s a saltwater pool, BBQ and ample parking. 119 Whitelaw 
St.  Visit www.meeniyanmotel.com.au or ph 5664 0030. Online booking available.  
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I muster get rid of my farm chemical drums 
All farm chemical users within the Cardinia Council region are encouraged to bring empty, 
cleaned, non-returnable, steel and plastic farm chemical containers to the Council Depot, 
Purton Rd, Pakenham for inspection and collection on October 29 from 9am-12pm. Only 
drums displaying the DrumMuster logo will be accepted.  
More? Misty Johannsen 1300 787 624 or mail@cardinia.vic.gov.au or 
http://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au 

Develop a good sense of humus 
Develop your sense of humus at a soil carbon workshop on Friday, October 21 from 10am-
2pm at 370 Nicholls Road, Mardan. Speakers include: 

¶ Kevin Hughes, Soilwise Services, describing how various management actions have 
contributed to humus formation and carbon sequestration.  

¶ Jess Horton, DPI Ellinbank, on the soil carbon benchmarking project  

¶ Tony Gardner, Healthy Soils – Sustainable Farms Project Coordinator, West 
Gippsland Catchment Management Authority.  

¶ Jill Vella, South Gippsland Landcare Network, introducing a new soil improvement 
focus group project where participants are given help to soil test and develop a 
management plan to implement soil improvement actions.  

Please register your interest in attending.  
More? Jill 0417 380 273 or jillv@wgcma.vic.gov.au 

Home is where the hall is  
There are 69 halls registered across Victoria and 13 of those are in Gippsland. The halls offer 
a range of activities concerts, art shows, old time dances, textile and craft demonstrations, 
book launches, BBQs, displays, theatre, fashion parades, film nights and more. Get ready to 
celebrate with our halls in November and check out all the happy hall action on the website: 
http://homeiswherethehallis.com/  
More? Tim Edwards: 9644 1810 or tedwards@rav.net.au 

Rural Women Awards now open 
Rural women wanting to take their leadership and contribution to primary industries, to the 
next level are encouraged to apply for the 2012 RIRDC Rural Women‟s Award.  
Applications are now open and rural women are encouraged to enter themselves or to 
nominate someone they think is ready to take the next step in their leadership journey.  
Entries close on October 15.  
More? RIRDC 9658 4493 or visit http://www.rirdc.gov.au/ 
 

 
Moo’s at Meeniyan is a restaurant/I in picturesque Meeniyan, 10 
minutes from Leongatha and 1.5 hours from Melbourne. 
Enjoy a break on your way to the prom, with great coffee, local 
wines, good meals and local produce. Opening hours: Thursday to 
Monday 8.30am to 4.30pm for breakfast and lunch. Friday and 
Saturday nights open till 6pm. Closed Tuesday and Wednesday 
Book on 5664 0010 or email eat@moosatmeeniyan.com.au 
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Grants to realise big ideas from young rural innovators 

Grant applications are now open for the 2012 Science and Innovation Awards for Young 
People in Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry. The award is open to people 18-35 and offers 
$22,000 to fund innovative or emerging scientific projects to benefit Australia‟s primary 
industries. There are 11 categories: cotton, dairy, fisheries and aquaculture, forestry, grains, 
viticulture and oenology, animal welfare, red meat processing, pork, new and emerging rural 
industries and horticulture. The Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry‟s Award 
provides an additional $33,000 to one recipient. Applications close November 18. 
More? Visit www.abares.gov.au/conferences-events/scienceawards 

 
Report problems with disaster insurance 
The House of Representatives Social Policy and Legal Affairs Committee wants to hear from 
people who had problems with insurance claims after fires or floods in the last five years. 
There‟s an online survey at http://www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/spla/insurance/index.htm   

Hello Hello – What’s for breakfast? 
Community College Gippsland invites all interested people to attend a free business breakfast 
in Leongatha on Tuesday, October 18 from 7-9am. Guest speaker is Chris Lucas from Chris 
and Marie‟s “Hello Hello” nurseries. Bookings are essential. 
More? Alison Johnson 5622 6000 or alisonj@ccg.asn.au 

Field day focuses on future forecast 
The latest seasonal update and climate outlooks for dairy regions will be discussed at a 
YDDP Gippsland field day on October 19. Department of Primary Industries (DPI) dairy 
extension officer specialising in climate risk management Zita Ritchie looks at managing the 
dairy business in a variable climate. The event will be held from 11am-1pm at Trevor Thomas‟ 
property, 44 McHugh Rd, Longwarry. Trevor will also discuss a range of strategies in pasture 
and crop management to help manage climate variability. RSVP for catering by October 17. 
More? Kylie Barry 0428 889 337 or yddpgipps@gippsdairy.com.au 

East Gippsland encourages communities to have their say 
The first draft of Community Plans for the Omeo Region, Buchan and District, 
Metung/Nungurner and the Twin Rivers District are now available for community comment. 
After widespread community consultation in these areas, East Gippsland Shire Council is now 
seeking comments and feedback from all community members to ensure that the plans 
accurately reflect the future needs and aspirations for these localities. 
Residents have the opportunity to comment on the Draft Community Plan for their area until 
October 14. Anyone with an interest in one of the Community Planning areas can download 
the Draft Community Plan from Council‟s website at www.egipps.vic.gov.au  
More? East Gippsland Shire Council 5153 9500  

DPI on a mission to eradicate prickly Westernport weed 
The Department of Primary Industries (DPI) will inspect private properties for the thorny weed 
commonly known as spiny broom. Follow-up inspections on farms will be carried out in 
November and landowners failing to complete effective control may be subject to fines up to 
$29,000. Mornington Peninsula Shire Council, Cardinia Shire Council, Melbourne Water, V-
Line and VicRoads will treat spiny broom on land under their management.   
More? DPI Customer Service Centre on 136 186 or visit www.dpi.vic.gov.au/weeds 

How healthy is your septic? 
Baw Baw Shire Council‟s public health unit has been working with property owners with septic 
tanks to educate them on effective wastewater management. A recent mail out of letters 
reminded property owners to have septic tank systems checked by a licensed plumber. 
More? Baw Baw Shire Council Public Health Unit 5624 2452  
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Pets go on parade 
The Cardinia Shire Council‟s 2011 Pet Expo will be held on Saturday, October 15 at the 
Cardinia Cultural Centre in Pakenham from 10am–2pm. The day includes a pet parade, stalls 
and giveaways, and pets can be registered on the spot. Trovan microchips are also available 
at a reduced price of $25. No bookings are required. Dogs must be on a lead and cats caged. 
More? Cardinia Shire Council’s Compliance Services Unit 1300 787 624 

Community grants closing soon 
Community groups and organisations are encouraged to submit their application for Casey 
Council‟s Operational/Minor Equipment Grants program before 5pm, Friday October 14. 
Funds of up to $500 are available for Casey based not-for-profit, volunteer managed groups 
and organisations that provide services that benefit the community. 
Application forms and guidelines are available at www.casey.vic.gov.au/fundingandgrants, 
and Council‟s Customer Services at Narre Warren, Narre Warren South and Cranbourne. 
More? Casey Customer Service 9705 5200 

Additional flood relief for primary producers 
Local primary producers who suffered extreme damage in the February floods can apply for 
exceptional flood assistance loans and grant package worth up to $650,000. Applicants must 
show that the initial concessional loans and grant assistance available under the flood 
recovery program have been insufficient for their recovery needs. The closing date for 
applications for exceptional flood assistance loans and grant is December 31.  
More? Rural Finance Corporation 5448 2600 or visit www.ruralfinance.com.au 
 

Clearly Delicious produce store & gallery 

offers a wide range of gourmet jams, honey, preserves and sauces for 
discerning palates. All are 100% natural with no added preservatives, 
flavouring or thickeners.  Only the freshest seasonal fruit and vegetables 
are used and are either grown in our gardens or sourced locally. Located 
at Lillico, Clearly Delicious supplies many restaurants, retail outlets and 
markets throughout Gippsland and Melbourne, as well as interstate.  
Come for a tasting, a garden stroll and a visit to the adjoining Lillico Glass 
Studio. Visit www.clearlydelicious.com.au orwww.lillicoglassstudio.com.au  or ph 5623 1592. 

Compost for a rebate 
Baw Baw Shire ratepayers can again claim back 100% of the cost of a compost bin or worm 
farm, up to $100. The council has reintroduced the rebates to encourage households to 
reduce waste going to landfill. The rebate is for ratepayers only and can be claimed once per 
household. To apply, retain the receipt from the purchase of a compost bin and download a 
rebate application form under the environment tab at www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.au. Forms 
can also be obtained from any Customer Service Centre in Warragul, Drouin or Trafalgar. 
More? Baw Baw Shire Council 5624 2411 or www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.au/ 

Far East forum offers more than just lunch 
Far East Victoria Landcare (FEVL) are planning to introduce a forum for community members, 
landholders and service providers to come together to network over lunch and hear from a 
diverse range of inspiring and interesting speakers. 
A „focus group‟ of interested community members will be formed to champion these events by 
promoting them broadly and offering advice on relevant topical issues. 
The inaugural network luncheon is planned for November.  
More? Stu Clarke 0458 202 567 or email stuclarke@y7mail.com 
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Reach for the sky over breakfast 
Join business representatives from around the Cardinia region for breakfast, networking and 
conversation with world champion aerial skier Jacqui Cooper. The event, costing $35, will be 
held at the Cardinia Cultural Centre, Lakeside Blvd, Pakenham on October 20 from 7-9am. 
More? Frances Grigoriou 1300 787 624 or f.grigoriou@cardinia.vic.gov.au 

Shire demographics now available on community profile 
Baw Baw Shire Council has compiled a comprehensive community profile of the shire‟s 
townships and localities. The data is presented in simple tables and charts.  
More? Visit www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.au or www.id.com.au/profile/bawbaw  

Australian Dairy Conference comes to Gippsland 
The biggest event on the dairy industry calendar, the Australian Dairy Conference will be held 
in Gippsland next February. The conference, which attracts more than 450 delegates, will be 
book-ended by tours: 

- Monday, February 20 – tour departing Melbourne for East Gippsland 
- Tuesday, February 21 – tour continues, returning to Warragul for the official opening 

function at Tom Reid Oration at the Warragul Arts Centre 
- Wednesday, February 22 – conference and Elanco BBQ dinner at Lardner Park 
- Thursday, February 23 – conference at Lardner Park and Rabobank gala dinner at 

Kernot Hall 
- Friday, February 24 – visit to Ellinbank Research Centre  

The event sponsorship and exhibition prospectus is available on the conference website. 
More? Esther Price Promotions 1800 177 636 or visit 
www.australiandairyconference.com.au 

Learn to write grants 
Casey City‟s Grant Writing Basics Workshop to help participants find grants, understand grant 
jargon, complete an application forms and more will be held on Thursday, October 13 from 
10am-12pm at the Old Shire Offices, Cranbourne. 
More? City of Casey 9705 5200 

ADHIS seeking new board member 
The Australian Dairy Herd Improvement Scheme (ADHIS) is seeking a Board member whose 
experience and knowledge will further enhance genetic gain and increase profitability for the 
dairy industry. ADHIS is a wholly owned subsidiary of the Australian Dairy Farmers. 
More? Visit 
http://www.adhis.com.au/v2/sitev2.nsf/contentbykey/2CD408627587097BCA25791B001
1E6F5?open 

Landcare creates carbon information day  
The East Gippsland Regional Landcare facilitator and Far East Victoria Landcare are holding 
a carbon information day at the Bruthen Mechanics Hall on October 28 from 9.30am-1pm. 
Speakers include Ben Keogh from Australian Carbon Traders, Heather Adams from the DPI 
and Mark Veale a sheep and crop farmer from Woorndoo in Western Victoria. Morning tea 
and a BBQ lunch will be provided by the Bruthen Lions Club. Please book. 
More? Emma Orgill 5161 1280 

Chances for horses to show-off their best 
The Bairnsdale Dressage Festival, at the Bairnsdale Showgrounds on December 4, is the 
only one of its kind in East Gippsland and is open to Associate and Equestrian Victoria riders. 
The day features eight dressage competitions with Equestrian Victoria judges presiding.  
More? Sally Avery sallyann@hotkey.net.au 
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Vegies fail to feature in weekly shopping budget 
Average Australian households are only spending $13.70 on vegetables out of a total weekly 
shopping bill of $204.20, according to a recent Bureau of Statistics 2010/11 survey. Most 
vegie purchases were fresh varieties, 80% with an average $1.28/week spent on frozen and 
$1.53 on other types of vegetables.  

Blooming flowers are everywhere in Buchan 
The annual Flower and Arts n‟ Crafts Show, to be held on October 29-30 at the Buchan 
Mechanics Hall, features flower displays, handcrafts, cooking, preserving and beer brewing.  
More? Evelyn Schmidt 5155 9216 or buchanbnh@bigpond.com or visit 
http://www.buchan.vic.au 

DPI research gets manure movement down pat  
Scientists from Victoria‟s Department of Primary Industries (DPI) have discovered a new way 
to measure how manure decays, giving the dairy industry insights into curbing nutrient loss. 
The Australian/US study has developed a way to simulate animal manure decomposition and 
assimilation into soil, enabling more accurate prediction of how dung releases nutrients, 
notably phosphorus (P) and how the nutrient can be lost in run-off. Scientists aim to help 
farmers retain useful nutrients in their soils and prevent them leaching into waterways and 
develop more accurate whole-farm nutrient mapping. 

South Gippsland small farm workshops 
The South Gippsland local food network is holding workshops on small farms covering: 

- Farm planning on October 16, 1:30-5pm, Mardan Hall 
- Markets, distribution and support networks on November 20, 1:30-5pm, Arawata Hall. 

More? Chris Hamilton 5662 9314 or christine.hamilton@southgippsland.vic.gov.au 

Training workshops offer project support 
Project management, grant writing and team management are the focus of a series of training 
workshops by Our Community to help individuals and community groups. The dates are: 

- Introductory session Meeniyan (TBC) on Wednesday, October 12 or Tarwin Lower on 
Sunday, October 16. 

- Initial coaching session Meeniyan on Wednesday, October 26 or Tarwin Lower on 
Sunday, October 30. 

- Follow-up workshops Meeniyan on Wednesday, November 11 or Tarwin Lower on 
Sunday, November 27. 

More? Marzia Maurilli 5662 9805 or marziam@southgippsland.vic.gov.au  

Buy, sell, swap or give away  
The Tubbut Neighbourhood House has some out of date equipment looking for new homes 
and is offering the opportunity for others to get rid of their (quality) junk, too.  
Bring items along to the Neighbourhood House before or on Saturday October 22 making it 
clear whether you want to sell, swap or simply get rid of it. Unsold items will be taken to the tip 
or op-shop if unwanted. The event commences at 10am with a free BBQ lunch at 12pm. The 
Tubbut Hall Committee is also organising a working bee and games for the afternoon. 
More? 02 6458 0295 or tubbutnh@bigpond.com 

Network over breakfast 
A Women Making it Work Networking Breakfast is being held from 7-8:30am on Tuesday, 
October 11. Guests, first time attendees, men and women are welcome. The breakfast will be 
held at the Boonerwurrung Café, Cranbourne Botanic Gardens, corner Ballarto Rd and 
Botanic Dre, Cranbourne. The cost is $25 for members and $35 for non-members. 
More? WMIW Administration 0407 009 656 or admin@wmiw.com.au  
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Detox your home 
Cardinia Council and Sustainability Victoria present the Detox Your Home program to help 
residents dispose of old and unwanted chemicals in an environmentally responsible way. The 
drop-off day will be held on November 5 from 8am-4pm at the council depot, Purton Rd, 
Pakenham. Check to find acceptable chemicals at http://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au 
More? Misty Johannsen 1300 787 624 or mail@cardinia.vic.gov.au  

Classic case of catch and release 
The Victorian High Country Fishing Classic, catch and release event is being held in the 
Omeo/Benambra Region on December 31-January 1. The classic includes a new event with a 
$10,000 tagged fish as major prize.  Entry forms and information is available online. 
More? Stu Freeman 0427 143 159 or vichighclassic@hotmail.com or visit 
http://www.vichighclassic.com 

Want to talk about cropping pasture? 
Rose and Ian Trevaskis are hosting a Southern Farming Systems (SFS) pasture cropping 
discussion day on October 27 from 9am-1pm. Greg Forster will explain the concept of pasture 
cropping and how it can improve degraded pasture paddocks.  The event will be held at 
Trevaskis Farm, Wairera Road, Tostaree. Morning tea and lunch included. 
More? Nikki Hellyer 0421 813 647  

Food and film to arouse the taste buds 
The Sustainability Alliance invites interested people to come learn, share, exchange and 
enjoy South Gippsland‟s fruits of labour at the South Gippsland food and film festival. 
Being held in a number of locations throughout the shire from October 15-23, this inaugural 
event will highlight local food production, community food activities and films that will stimulate 
and arouse your taste buds. The festival will be held on: 

¶ Saturday, October 15 at Foster Farmers Market – Foster Memorial Hall and Arts 
Centre. Main Street, Foster 

¶ Monday, October 17 at Foster Community Garden, Manna Garden from 10am-12pm 

¶ Tuesday October 18 from 10-11am at Foster Primary School, part of the Stephanie 
Alexander kitchen program  

¶ Thursday, October 20 at Foster Community House, Corner Station and Court Street, 
Foster from 11am to help cook or 12:30 to 2pm to eat and enjoy. Bookings essential 
with Chris 5683 9780 

¶ Saturday, October 22 from 3.30-4.45pm at the Venus Bay Food Culture Project 
Community Centre 

¶ Sunday, October 23 from 9.30am-3.30pm at Coal Creek, Korumburra 
More? Chris Hamilton 5662 9314 or Chris.Hamilton@southgippsland.vic.gov.au 

Maximise your new home’s energy efficiency 
A session on simple steps for a greener home or renovation is being held for local community 
members who want to maximise their home's energy efficiency and achieve a 6 star rating. 
The workshop will explain the regulations and provide useful and practical tips for building a 
sustainable home. The event will be held in the Fountain Room, West Gippsland Arts Centre 
on October 17 from 4-5pm. 
More? Olivia 5624 2444 or olivia.lineham@bawbawshire.vic.gov.au 

Guide offers direct-line link to DPI experts  
Victorian dairy farmers have a direct line to Department of Primary Industries (DPI) experts 
with a new directory launched at the South Gippsland Dairy Expo recently. The directory 
offers direct-line phone access to DPI experts in all areas of dairy farm management and will 
be a useful extension tool not only for farmers, but the consultants, service providers and 
other people farmers relied on for advice. The information covers matters ranging from animal 
health to weed control, feedbase to emergency incidents is also available at 
http://new.dpi.vic.gov.au/agriculture/dairy/services-to-dairy-farmers/dairy-farmers. 
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Make social media work for your business 
A social media workshop will be held on October 18 from 6-9pm at the Cardinia Cultural 
Centre, Lakeside Boulevard, Pakenham.  
More? Sarah Fry 5945 0400 or s.fry@cardinia.vic.gov.au 

Program takes control of foxes and wild dogs 
Strong partnerships between the Southern Ark Team Landcare, Parks Victoria, DSE‟s Forest 
Rangers and DPI‟s Wild Dog Controllers have seen the delivery of Community Baiting 
Programs (CBP) across East Gippsland in spring 2011. Overall, 7780 baits were laid by 91 
landowners across 43,400 ha on private land and Government Agency staff laid 3600 baits 
across 92,700 on adjoining public land. 
Results are still being collated but the average take so far is around 15% which means over 
1500 poison baits taken by foxes and wild dogs – well over 500 pest animals destroyed. 
In 2012 Southern Ark and partners will coordinate autumn and spring baiting programs and 
will again provide training in February to landowners who are not 1080 accredited. 
If you wish to become involved please contact the following coordinators in your area. 

- Cann Valley – Genoa CBP: Ross Cutlack (DSE) 0429 125 999 
- Bendoc – Deddick CBP: David Krajca (DPI) 0428 611 392 
- Marlo Plains – Cabbage Tree CBP: Marty Healey (Southern Ark) 5161 1348 
- West Snowy– Jarrahmond CBP: Chris Anderson (DSE) 5161 1320 
- Gelantipy CBP Marc Perri (Southern Ark) 0418 126 468 

Orbost produce swap increases in frequency with spring 
The Orbost Produce Swap program has become a fortnightly event on the first Wednesday of 
the month at Orbost Neighbourhood House 10am and the third Thursday of the month at 
Forest Park 11am. There will also be a 10am swap at the Cabbage Tree Creek shop on the 
second Sunday of the month. 

Bring new life to your farm 
A field day will give participants a first-hand look at how biodiversity can be significantly 
enhanced through farmscaping. The day will be held at “Nambrok”, Princes Highway, 
Nambrok, on Saturday October 15 from 9am-4pm. The cost is $40, including morning tea. 
BBQ Lunch and refreshments can be bought onsite. Please book. Speakers include:  

- Matt Kilby of Global Land Repair focussing on sustainable land practices, biodiversity 
and growing trees  

- Graeme Sait of Nutri-Tech Solutions (NTS) focusing on soil biology, fertility, plant 
nutrition, plant protection  

- Nicholas Huggins a permaculture consultant and designer with Global Land Repair 
- Gerhard Grasser, Managing Director of AgriSolutions Pty Ltd, discussing n 

sustainable regenerative agricultural practices  
More? Marnie Ellis 0438 261 540 or marnieellis@bigpond.com  

Forum focuses on carbon on farms 
Trees, soils and carbon on farms are the topics of a seminar presented by the WGCMA on 
Tuesday, October 11 from 7.30–9.30pm at Dakers Centre, Smith St, Leongatha. Speakers 
include Ginny Forrest, DPI covering trees and carbon within farming operations and Dr Jeff 
Baldock CSIRO, outlining soil carbon and the soil carbon cycle; an assessment of the benefits 
of soil C on soil health and productivity; information on how C can be measured and the 
issues in retaining soil C. A panel discussion will follow. Supper provided. RSVP. 
More? Nick Dudley 1300 094 262, or nickd@wgcma.vic.gov.au 

Meeting to explain the HRL power station protest 
The Baw Baw Sustainability Network, on behalf of Environment Victoria, is holding a meeting 
to explain why they think the HRL coal-fired power station proposed for Morwell will be bad for 
Gippsland at Gippsland Heritage Park, Moe on Wednesday, October 19 from 7.30-9.30pm. 
More? 5174 1635 

mailto:s.fry@cardinia.vic.gov.au
mailto:nickd@wgcma.vic.gov.au


Working toward a just, sustainable and fulfilling future 
Share an evening with Paul Hawken, environmentalist, entrepreneur, journalist, and author. 
The event will be held at Peninsula Community Theatre, cnr Nepean Hwy and Wilsons Rd, 
October 21 from 6.15 - 8.30pm. This is a free community event supported by the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire Health and Wellbeing Committee. Book by October 17. 
More? Emma Glen 5950 1685 or spcd.admin@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

Gippsland sustainability initiatives to be mapped 
Monash University Gippsland, in partnership with the Gippsland Climate Change Network 
(GCCN), is conducting research mapping sustainability initiatives occurring across Gippsland.  
Surveys have been sent to schools, community-based groups and other organisations. The 
geographical mapping of locations, and the nature and scope of the programs will provide a 
valuable overview of sustainability initiatives across the Gippsland region. 
Please assist Monash University and GCCN in capturing the work being undertaken by 
completing this survey (click on the link below) by November 30. 
http://gippslandeductionforsustainability.wikispaces.com/file/view/Sustainability+survey+2011.
docx 
More? Miriam Potts miriam.potts@monash.edu 

Less stress brings production gains 
Low Stress Stockhandling (LSS) is running a two-day stock handling school at Gippsland 
Water‟s Dutson Downs facility on November 15-16. 
More? Jono Craven 0427 215 536 or jono.craven@gippswater.com.au or visit 
www.lss.net.au 
 

Looking for a venue for 20 people? Or 20,000?  Look at Lardner Park, near Warragul. 
We have a reputation for large-scale events, such as Farm World, Trucks In Action and 
the Civil Works Expo. We also have flexibility for smaller meetings, conferences and 
workshops. The Lardner Park board room and pavilions are ideal for equipment and 
product launches.  Our location is convenient for Melbourne/Gippsland attendees.  

  For further information email mark@lardnerpark.com.au, visit 
www.lardnerpark.com.au or phone 5626 1373 

Swap your excess produce in Yarragon 
The Yarragon Produce Swap is at 2.30pm on the first and third Wednesdays of each month at 
St. Mark‟s Anglican Church, Loch Street. The next swaps are October 19 and November 2. 
More? Tom Nevell 5633 3245 or tomn_123@hotmail.com 

Market for growth 
The Cardinia Shire Marketing for Growth seminar is aimed at business owners with a basic 
understanding of marketing but who want to know more. The seminar will be held on October 
26 from 6-9pm at the Cardinia Cultural Centre, Lakeside Boulevard Pakenham 
More? Jeannie Mawditt 5945 0401 or j.mawditt@cardinia.vic.gov.au  

Emergency Services honoured with special church service 
A special service is being held as part of Emergency Services Appreciation Sunday to honour 
the Emerald and surrounding district CFA, SES, ambulance and police. All welcome to the 
service and free sausage sizzle on November 6 from 10am-12:30pm at St. Mark‟s, Emerald. 
More? Peter Crawford 5968 4046 or peter.crawford@stmarksemerald.org.au 
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Staggering discovery to prevent livestock deaths  
Ground breaking research by Victorian scientists has provided the key to eliminating ryegrass 
staggers in livestock. DPI researchers used $2.5m mass spectrometry equipment to unlock 
the secrets of endophytes, or fungi, found in many pasture grasses. 
The research means DPI scientists now know which endophytes can be safely added to 
pasture grass seeds to improve pasture productivity without risking stock health to ryegrass 
staggers, a condition which occurs when stock graze on pastures with grasses containing 
fungal endophytes which produce certain harmful chemicals. However, the fungi also protect 
the plant and help to boost pasture productivity. Project leader Professor German 
Spangenberg said seed companies were already inoculating pasture seed with fungi which 
were known to reduce the risk of staggers while also increasing pasture productivity. 

Nominate for the Baw Baw Australia Day awards 2012 
Nominations are open for the Baw Baw Shire 2012 Australia Day Awards, with local awards 
presented in five categories: Citizen of the Year award; Young Citizen of the Year award; 
Australia Day Medallion; Community Event of the Year and Community Contribution. 
Baw Baw Shire Council is encouraging residents to nominate citizens who have made a 
noteworthy contribution during the current year. Nominations are open until November 4. 
Nomination forms are available at the Baw Baw Shire Customer Service Centres, libraries 
and on the Council‟s website at www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.au  

Blooming after the bushfires 
A presentation by Michael Duncan on the response of orchids to the 2009 bushfires will be 
held on Thursday, November 3 at the Foster Golf Club, 7-8pm. All welcome. 
More? Kate Williams 5662 5759 or katew@wgcma.vic.gov.au   

Forthcoming markets 
Market When Where More? 

Yarragon community craft and 
produce market 

4
th

 Saturday Yarragon Public Hal 5634 2209 

Gippsland Heritage Park Market 3
rd

 Saturday Gippsland Heritage Park, Moe 5127 3082 

Drouin Craft and Produce Market 3
rd

 Saturday Drouin Civic Park 5625 3360 

Emerald Community Craft and 
Produce Market 

3
rd

 Sunday Emerald Community House 0419 345 750 

Heyfield community market 1
st
 Saturday Dr John Graves Memorial  5148 2780 

Sale Farmer‟s Market 3rd Saturday Skate Park lawns, Foster St, 
Sale 

0408 057 772 

Lardner Park Market November 20 Lardner Park, Warragul 5976 3266  

Lucknow Market 4th Sunday Howitt Park, Bairnsdale 5152 4662 

Lakes Entrance Surf Club 
Foreshore Market 

1st Sunday The Esplanade, Lakes Entrance 0407 098 805 

South Gippsland Farmers Market 1
st
 Saturday Koonwarra Memorial Park 0408 619 182 

Coal Creek Farmers Market 2
nd

 Saturday Coal Creek Community Park 
and Museum, Korumburra 

0459 629 000 

East Gippsland Farmers Market 1
st
 Saturday Bairnsdale Secondary College 

Oval, Bairnsdale 
 

Metung Farmers Market 2
nd

 Saturday Village Green, Metung  

Bruthen Village Market 4
th

 Saturday Mechanics Hall, Bruthen  

Bairnsdale Boot Market 3
rd

 Saturday Great Alpine Road, Bairnsdale  

Paynesville Market 2
nd

 Sunday Gilsenan Reserve, Paynesville  

Surf Club Market 1
st
 Sunday Foreshore Rotunda, Lakes 

Entrance 
 

Kongwak Market Sundays Kongwak General Store 0417 142 478 

Jumbunna Bush Market 1
st
 Sunday The Main Hall, Jumbunna 5657 3253 

Toora market 2
nd

 Sunday Jetty Road, Toora 5688 1237 

Prom Country Farmers Market 3
rd

 Saturday Main St. Foster 0407 543 371 

Inverloch Farmers Market  3
rd

 Sunday The Glade. Inverloch 5664 0096 

Longwarry Fire Brigade Market 1
st
 Sunday Bennett Street, Longwarry 0419 158 946 

Traralgon Farmers Market 4
th

 Saturday Kay Street Gardens – Kay St, 
Traralgon 

0409 232 715 
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Gain national recognition for excellence in agribusiness 
NAB Agribusiness and Monash University are accepting nominations from individuals and 
organisations for the 2011 NAB Agribusiness Awards. Applications close October 14. Award 

winners will be announced on Thursday, December 1 at Crown Palladium. Download the 

application form at http://nab.com.au/agribusinessawards  

Start summer with a glass of wine 

Southern Gippsland Wine Inc. presents Summer Starters across Gippsland on Melbourne 
Cup weekend from Saturday, October 29–Tuesday, November 1. The event features fine 
wines, local food and produce platters, regional arts and music. 
More? Visit http://southerngippslandwine.com.au 

Good gardens go on display 
The Noweyung Garden Show, on Saturday, October 15 at 84 Gold St, Bairnsdale, includes 
gardening stalls, displays, demonstrations, garden design competition, cooking competition, 
award winning Noweyung gourmet Banksia products, food and drink, live entertainment, face 
painting and more. Businesses are invited to have a display at the event. 
More? 5153 0111 or emetcalf@noweyung.org.au or visit www.noweyung.org.au 

Low-carbon future breakfast forum a success 
There was a good turnout for the Latrobe City Council‟s second low carbon future community 
forum with around 80 people enjoying breakfast at the Waratah Training Restaurant recently. 
Speakers covered Latrobe City Council‟s efforts to transition the community to a low carbon 
economy, the work being done in the generation sector, the Federal Government‟s role, the 
work of the Gippsland Climate Change Network and the role of RDA Gippsland. 
More? Latrobe City Council 1300 367 700 or latrobe@latrobe.vic.gov.au 

Show moves from horses to horse power 
The Traralgon and District Agricultural Show is being held on November 25-26 at the 
Traralgon Recreational Reserve, Traralgon. This year‟s theme is horses to horsepower with 
horse-drawn vehicles, vintage vehicle display, vintage tractors, working small steam engines, 
working blacksmith, car, boat, truck and trailer displays, 'bling it' and 'bring it' car show, 
reptiles, kids entertainment, free kids art and craft workshops. 
More? Lorraine Anderson 5174 1366 or agsocietyinc@chariot.net.au 

Take your best bite 
Mornington Peninsula Shire has launched its new food awards program – Best Bites. It 
assesses local food businesses on safe and healthy food; environmentally sustainable 
business practices; and safe and accessible food premises. Businesses that meet 
requirements will be featured in the Best Bites Food Guide, to be launched and available to 
the public from December. All local food businesses can apply for assessment in: 

- nutrition and allergen awareness 
- waste and recycling 
- energy and water efficiency 
- tobacco and alcohol compliance 
- access for all. 

All local food businesses will be sent a kit and have until November 1 to apply. 
More? Peter O’Brien 5950 1050 or obripm@mornpen.vic.gov.au.or 
www.mornpen.vic.gov.au 

What workshop do you want in Wellington? 
Wellington Shire Council is a host organisation for Business Victoria and can facilitate 
workshops. Topics include: „Starting Your Business‟, marketing, business planning, „Green 
Your Business‟, getting and keeping the right staff, finance and how to exit a business.  
More? Will Oakley 5142 3615 
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Project funds made available to community groups 
The Gardiner Foundation has made $150,000 project funding available to the eight 
communities involved in the Lower Tarwin Valley Project – Fish Creek, Venus Bay, Tarwin 
Lower, Dumbalk, Meeniyan, Stony Creek, Buffalo and Koonwarra. Funds will be allocated 
through a grants application process over three funding rounds. First round applications from 
community groups should be submitted by the end of October 2011 for funds in November. 
More? Marzia Maurilli 5662 9805 or marziam@southgippsland.vic.gov.au or 
www.gardinerfoundation.com.au 

Council delivers tourism boost for Erica  
Works have now been completed on the Erica Community Visitor Centre project with visitor 
signage and information being installed in town. Baw Baw Shire Council, in partnership with 
the Erica and District Progress Association, has completed the project which commenced in 
2009 with the building of new toilet facilities. 
More? Baw Baw Shire Council 5624 2411 or www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.au/ 

Film festival forges into far east 
Far East Victoria Landcare (FEVL), the Far East Film Society, Orbost Community Gardens 
and the Orbost Exhibition Centre are hosting the Environmental Film Festival Melbourne. 
(EFFM) as it tours though the region in November.  
More? visit www.effm.org.au  

Master skills in day-long sessions 
GippsTAFE‟s Professional Development Series is designed to provide business, government 
and not-for-profit organisations with effective single-day master classes. Classes include: 

- Manage Budgets and Financial Plans – October 12 
- Ensure a Safe Workplace – October 26 
- Finance for non-Finance Managers – November 9 
- Creating High Performance People – November 23 
- Strategic Planning and Foresight – December 7 

More? 5622 8500  

FarmReady Grants are available again 
FarmReady offers grants of up to $1500 per financial year for taking part in approved training 
courses. Funding of up to $500 each financial year is also available to assist with excess 
travel, accommodation and child care expenses. To encourage investment in training, 
participants must contribute 35% of the cost of the approved course to be eligible for a grant.  
More? www.farmready.gov.au 

Country racing is off and … well … racing  
Meetings this month are: 

- October 13: Moe 
- October 15: Traralgon-Latrobe Valley 
- October 23: Sale 
- October 29: Traralgon-Latrobe Valley 

Meeting next month are: 
- November 1: Moe 
- November 1: Bairnsdale 
- November 4: Sale 
- November 8: Moe 
- November 16: Sale 
- November 22: Moe 

More? Call 1300 139 402 or visit www.countryracing.com.au 
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Swap your excess produce in Trafalgar 
The Trafalgar Produce Swap meets second Saturday of each month from 9-11am at St 
Mary‟s Anglican Church, corner Contingent St and Church St, Trafalgar. Bring along anything 
you have on hand to share and or swap – flowers, seedlings, cuttings, vegies, fruit, preserves, 
jams, chutney or anything made from your garden. The next produce swap is November 12. 
More? Phoebe Hicks 5633 2304 

FEVL AGM announced 
The Far East Victoria Landcare Inc. (FEVL) AGM will be held Monday, October 31 from 
6:30pm– all welcome. 
More? Penny Gray 5161 1365 or penny.gray@dpi.vic.gov.au 

Produce swap comes to Bairnsdale 
Come and swap your home grown (preferably organic) produce every Friday from 10am-
12pm outside the Bairnsdale Neighbourhood House in Dalmahoy Street.  
More? Rebecca Lamble 5153 9500 or RebeccaL@egipps.vic.gov.au  

Taking tax back to basics 
A tax basics seminar presented by the Cardinia Shire Council will help participants 
understand the tax issues relevant to owning and operating a small business and provide 
practical tips for businesses. The seminar will be held on October 20 from 5-8pm at the 
Cardinia Cultural Centre, Lakeside Boulevard, Pakenham. 
More? Sarah Fry 5945 0400 or s.fry@cardinia.vic.gov.au 

Agritourism dossier available 
What are the common factors that determine a successful agritourism venture? What do the 
failures always do wrong? Agribusiness Gippsland has completed a literature review as part 
of last year‟s study of Gippsland‟s agritourism sector. We have compiled the findings into a 
fascinating, easy-to-read dossier. Drawing on local, Australian and overseas studies, it 
presents the financials of agritourism, the trends in Gippsland, the challenges, and some early 
data on regional agritourism operations, along with ideas from existing successful operators. 
The cost is $30 plus GST. Email orders at susanw@ptarmigan.com.au or via 
www.aginc.wordpress.com 

Make your records work for your business 
A record keeping workshop, run by Cardinia Shire Council, will help small business operators 
gain a better understanding of the basic concepts of record keeping for businesses. The 
workshop, at the Cardinia Cultural Centre, Lakeside Boulevard, Pakenham on November 17 
from 5-8.30pm, involves a mixture of practical exercises and record keeping principles. 
More? Sarah Fry 5945 0400 or s.fry@cardinia.vic.gov.au 
 

               Don’t scattergun advertise, hit your target … More 
than 5000 ‘yes-please’ subscribers read GippyAGchat. Farmers, farm consultants, 
agronomists, stock agents, catchment management and DPI staffers, _ippslan, 
regional and federal MPs … everyone who makes agribusiness grow across Gippsland. 
And you don’t get lost in the display advertising crowd. Ph 0402 267 802 or 9456 9791 

Do you have too many lemons and not enough parsley? 
Mornington Peninsula‟s food swap will be held at Heronswood, 105 Latrobe Parade, Dromana  
from 3pm on the first Tuesday of each month. The next meet is from November 1. 
More? Nicci Tsernjavski 5950 1259 or marilyn88@bigpond.com 
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JOBS: A free feature in GippyAGchat 
Times being what they are, we are running free job ads. If you‟re seeking work, or workers, 
please flick an email to susanw@ptarmigan.com.au and we‟ll give you a free plug. No large 
files, no photos, no sales pitches and full contact details, please.  
 
EMPLOYMENT AVAILABLE 
 
Help us find your community’s voice on sustainable resource funding 
The Australian Government is seeking applications from people interested in becoming 
community assessors, who play a crucial role in environmental and sustainable natural 
resource management by representing local, community perspectives on a range of funding 
decisions. They may be involved in assessing funding applications for things like Caring for 
our Country and Action on the Ground.Applications are sought from people with: 

¶ broad community knowledge and experience in managing natural resources 

¶ knowledge of local natural resource management issues and opportunities 

¶ knowledge of sustainable farming practices (including commercial fishing and 
aquaculture) 

¶ knowledge and experience in practices and technologies that can reduce the 
emission of greenhouse gas from the agricultural sector and/or increase carbon 
stored in soil.  

Applications close at 8am on October 26  
More? www.daff.gov.au/communityassessors 
 
Stop littering 
A fulltime, fixed term position to October 2013 exists for a Litter Prevention Officer (position 
No. 755) located at Wellington Shire Council in Sale, with office space in East Gippsland 
Shire Council in Bairnsdale. The position is in Band 5 ($51,181 - $59,399) plus 9% 
superannuation. 
Key responsibilities: 

¶ Assist Wellington and East Gippsland Shire Councils to address major identified litter 
and illegal dumping issues. 

¶ Build capacity within local laws officers to more effectively deal with litter prevention. 

¶ Undertake education and enforcement activities in conjunction with Council officers in 
education, communications, and local laws. 

¶ Coordinate and contribute to mapping of illegal dumping and litter hotspots across 
eastern Gippsland in partnership with major land managers and adjoining Councils 
through the Gippsland Litter Prevention Taskforce and the Gippsland Regional Waste 
Management Group. 

¶ Liaise with EPA illegal dumping Strikeforce to tackle illegal dumping of industrial 
waste. 

Applications must address the Key Selection Criteria as outlined in the Position Description 
and will be accepted no later than 5.30pm Monday, October 24.  
More? www.wellington.vic.gov.au  
 
WORK SOUGHT:  
 
Fire management planning 
Consultant to prepare sustainable fire management plans for your property or small reserve.  
More? Helen Bull 0400 310 188 or h.bull@bigpond.com 
 
Need the skills of an IT or accounting graduate?  
Organisations are being sought to host international students for a 12-week internship as part 
of Swinburne College‟s Professional Year Programs in Accounting and Computer Science. 
The program is aimed at former international students who have a bachelor or master degree 
in accounting or information technology from a recognised Australian institution. Internships 
are unpaid and there is no financial cost to the host organisation. 
More? Leo Slattery 9214 8080 or ltslattery@swin.edu.au or visit 
http://www.swinburne.edu.au/college/professional-year-programs/host-companies.html 
 

http://au.mc544.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=susanw@ptarmigan.com.au
http://www.daff.gov.au/communityassessors
http://www.wellington.vic.gov.au/
mailto:h.bull@bigpond.com
mailto:ltslattery@swin.edu.au
http://www.swinburne.edu.au/college/professional-year-programs/host-companies.html


Need staff?  
Try 12 or six months of cost-effective undergraduate recruits from accounting, sciences, 
marketing, HR and PR/comms/media. Candidates available for paid full-time or half-time 
placements.  
More? Annette: lssibl@swin.edu.au or ph: 9214 8753 or Karen: 
kpomeranz@swin.edu.au or ph: 9215 7136  
 
Seeking admin/clerical work 
For any type of administrative/clerical type work (consulting, part time or job share – even if it 
is only a few hours per week).  I have a current ABN and tertiary qualifications in business 
studies, taxation and financial planning, and am looking for work in these areas.  
More? Greg Lewis on 0439 523 871 or gregorynlewis@southernphone.com.au   

The most important item in this entire e-newsletter 
Advertising in GippyAgchat is easy – only $50 an insertion (plus GST) or five inserts for $200 
(plus GST). And only $350 (plus GST) for 10 inserts… all going to more than 5600 „yes 
please‟ readers. A Word document of 60-100 words and a small pic will do it!   And we are 
always keen to talk sponsorship deals. Our postal address is PO Box 1312 Warragul 3280. 
More? 9456 9791, http://agribusinessgippsland.com.au or www.aginc.wordpress.com 

Hunting in AGInc hyperspace  

Recent top searches on our blogsite (www.aginc.wordpress.com) are: why should farmer 

women tell their story, daryl frost finley, ferguson omeo, gippy ag chat, macer lardner, “future 
farming” improving rural land use. 

Anyone we’ve forgotten? 
Gippy Agchat is sworn at and sweated over by Sue Webster (0402 267 802 or 9456 9791) 
and Madeline Toner for Agribusiness Gippsland Inc and circulated in Word format to 
subscribers and supporters. Please circulate this newsletter by email or printout/fax to your 
colleagues. GOT NEWS? Ph/email news to ptarmigan2@internode.on.net. 

Gippy Diary 

DATE EVENT LOCATION CONTACT 

Oct 11 Carbon on Farms: Trees and Soils Leongatha Nick Dudley 1300 094 262 

Oct 11 Women making it work networking 
breakfast 

Cranbourne 0407 009 656 

Oct 11 – 
Nov 22 

Farm Plan 21 Course Fish Creek Kate Williams 5662 5759 

Oct 12 Manage Budgets/Financial Plans Warragul 5622 8526 

Oct 12 Starting Your Business Pakenham Phil Jackson 5945 0401 

Oct 12 Healthy Soils Forum Traralgon Tony Gardner 1300 094 262 

Oct 13 Country Race Meet Moe 1300 139 402 

Oct 13 Grant writing workshop Cranbourne City of Casey 9705 5200 

Oct 15 Regenerative Agriculture field day Nambrok Marnie Ellis 0438 261 540 

Oct 15 Country Race Meet Traralgon 1300 139 402 

Oct 15 Cardinia Shire Council‟s 2011 Pet 
Expo 

Pakenham Cardinia Shire Council1300 
787 624 

Oct 15 South Gippsland food and film 
festival 

Foster Chris Hamilton 5662 9314 

Oct 15 Noweyung Garden Show Bairnsdale 5153 0111 

Oct 16 South Gippsland local food 
network – water workshop 

Mardan Chris Hamilton 5662 9314 

Oct 12, 26, 
Nov 11 

Project management, grant writing 
and team management 

Meeniyan Marzia Maurilli 5662 9805 

Oct 16, 26, 
Nov 27 

Project management, grant writing 
and team management 

Tarwin Lower Marzia Maurilli 5662 9805 
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Oct 17 South Gippsland food and film 
festival 

Foster Chris Hamilton 5662 9314 

Oct 17 6 Star Sustainable Homes 
Community Presentation 

Warragul Olivia 5624 2444 

Oct 18 Social Media workshop Pakenham Sarah Fry 5945 0400 

Oct 18 South Gippsland food and film 
festival 

Foster Chris Hamilton 5662 9314 

Oct 18 Business Breakfast Leongatha Alison Johnson 5622 6000 

Oct 19 Seasonal update and climate 
outlook field day 

Longwarry Kylie Barry 0428 889 337 

Oct 19 Information meeting on HRL coal 
fired power station protest 

Morwell 5174 1635 

Oct 20 Tax Basics seminar Pakenham Sarah Fry 5945 0400 

Oct 20 Save energy in the dairy Fish Creek  Kylie Barry 0428 889 337 

Oct 20 Cardinia Business Breakfast Pakenham Frances Grigoriou 5945 0402 

Oct 20 South Gippsland food and film 
festival 

Foster Chris Hamilton 5662 9314 

Oct 21 Developing a Sense of Humus: 
soil carbon workshop   

Mardan Jill 0417 380 273 

Oct 21 Evening with Paul Hawken Mornington Emma Glen 5950 1685 

Oct 21-23 Ready for Tomorrow conference Dandenong 
Ranges 

Ailsa Gibson on 03 9207 5563 

Oct 22 Used equipment sale/give-away Tubbut  02 6458 0295 

Oct 22 South Gippsland food and film 
festival 

Venus Bay Chris Hamilton 5662 9314 

Oct 23 Country Race Meet Sale 1300 139 402 

Oct 23 South Gippsland food and film 
festival 

Korumburra Chris Hamilton 5662 9314 

Oct 26 Ensure a Safe Workplace Warragul 5622 8526 

Oct 26 Marketing for Growth Pakenham Jeannie Mawditt 5945 0401 

Oct 27 Pasture cropping discussion day Tostaree Nikki Hellyer 0421 813 647 

Oct 28 Carbon Information Day Bruthen Emma Orgill 5161 1280 

Oct 28 Gippsland Show Sale Lynne Rapson 5144 2603 

Oct 29 Country Race Meet Traralgon 1300 139 402 

Oct 29 Chemical drum muster Pakenham Misty Johannsen 1300 787 624 

Oct 29-30 Buchan Flower and Arts n‟ Crafts 
Show 

Buchan Evelyn Schmidt 5155 9216 

Oct 29 – 
Nov 3 

Summer Starters  03 5664 3204 

Oct 31 Far East Victoria Landcare Inc. 
(FEVL) AGM 

 Penny Gray 5161 1365 

Nov 1 Country Race Meet Moe 1300 139 402 

Nov 1 Country Race Meet Bairnsdale 1300 139 402 

    
Nov 2 Carbon Farming/Trading course Lilydale 9214 4440 

Nov 3 Presentation on the response of 
orchids to the 2009 bushfires 

Foster Kate Williams 5662 5759 

Nov 3 Women making it work networking 
breakfast 

Upper 
Beaconsfield 

0407 009 656 

Nov 4 Country Race Meet Sale 1300 139 402 

Nov 5 Detox you home chemical drop off 
day 

Pakenham Misty Johannsen 1300 787 624 

Nov 5-6 Bairnsdale Agricultural Show Bairnsdale Judi Sykes 5155 0220 

Nov 6 Emergency Services Appreciate 
Sunday Service 

Emerald Peter Crawford 5968 4046 

Nov 8 Country Race Meet Moe 1300 139 402 

Nov 9 Finance for non-finance managers Warragul 5622 8526 

Nov 12 Trafalgar Produce Swap Trafalgar Phoebe Hicks 5633 2304 



Nov 15-16 Low Stress Stockhandling school Dutson Downs Jono Craven 0427 215 536 

Nov 16 Country Race Meet Sale 1300 139 402 

Nov 17 Record keeping workshop Pakenham Sarah Fry 5945 0400 

Nov 17 Organic producers marketing 
workshop  

Ellinbank Cathy Mulligan 5258 0229 

Nov 20 South Gippsland local food 
network – water workshop 

Arawata Chris Hamilton 5662 9314 

Nov 22 Country Race Meet Moe 1300 139 402 

Nov 23 Creating High Performance 
People 

Warragul 5622 8526 

Nov 25-26 Traralgon and District Agricultual 
Show 

Traralgon Lorraine Anderson 5174 1366 

Dec 4 Bairnsdale Dressage Festival Bairnsdale Sally Avery 
sallyann@hotkey.net.au 

Dec 7 Strategic Planning and Foresight Warragul 5622 8526 

Feb 22/23 10th Anniversary Australian Dairy 
Conference 

Warragul Esther Price Promotions 1800 
177 636 

Mar 12 Orbost Agricultural Show and 
FEVL Sustainability Expo 

Orbost Penny Gray 5161 1365 

 
 

This regular news digest comes from Agribusiness Gippsland Inc which works with farmers, 
local councils, state and federal government, catchment management authorities, community 
groups and others to support regional agribusiness and work in partnership with existing 
regional organisations. Visit http://agribusinessgippsland.com.au or 
www.aginc.wordpress.com 
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